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Russell 


comments— 


[the following statement was issued on 
Sunday by Parl Russell on behalf of 
the Conmmittce of 100] 


TP Ele forces of the Establishment are 
congratulating themselyes on what 
they regard as a victory against the 
demoastrators on December 9th. 
What does this “ victory” amount 
to? It amounts to a proof that the 
police, the RAF, the army, together, 
are physically stronger than some 
thousands of unarmed men and 
women pledged to non-violence. ‘The 
wenkness of the Establishment is 
shown by their rejoicing in so shabby 
a “ success”. 


What did the demonstrators risk? 
Prison, loss of fivelihood, uot im- 
probable physical injury. Those of 
us whe ure on their side are proud 
that 40 many were willing to sofler 
su much for a principle which we 
believe vital to national, and even 
human, sarvival, Phe demonstrators 


stood for the survival of Britain and 
Western Europe and for the preven- 
(ion of an unparalleled disaster to 
the whole world. 


What is the judgement of the world on the 
British Government and on the movement 
for nuclear disarmament? In the eyes of 
almost all outside NATO, the moral esti« 
mate of Britain has sunk very low. The 
Suez expedition, our support of the 
French infringement of the nuclear test 
ban, our support of Portugal in spite of 
the atrocities in’ Angola, our vacilliting 
policy as regards Katanga, are only some 
of the reasons for the adverse judgement 
of other uations and for the feeling of 
shame from which all truly patriotic 
Kritons suffer. 


Almost everywhere, outside NATO, it is 
oly the unilaicralist movement and par- 
ticularly the Cominittee of 100 movement 
ot civil disobedience-—iahing anmistak- 
ably evident the gravity and width of the 
movement—that preserves some respect 
for Britain. 


While so many thousands have been willing 
to suller without any hope of personal 
gain there is reason to hope in the ulli- 
mate victory of reason and humanity. 


profoundly believe that, in no very long 
time, if imankind is to survive, the efforts 
of such dedicated people will prevail. 


TOR: German war resistery mustered 120 
demonstrators outside the British harracks 
in Duisburg to protest against British rocker 
bases in their country and to support the 
Committee of 00's action at US bases in 
Britain, of which the Ruislip sit-down is 
shown left——Seo also pages 3, 9, 10, 11 
and 12. 
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Vor our December 29 issue, all dis- 
played and classified udverfixements and 


diary notices must be received by first 
post Thursday, December 21. 


with order, 3d per word, min 
le 6d. (Box No ds. extra). Please don't send stamps 
m payment, except for odd pence, Address Hox Nao 
replies: Peace News, § Caledonian Rd, London, N.1 


TERMS: Cash 


MEETINGS 


MEETING ROOMS AVAILABLE aot Peace News 
otticen, weat 10-40, very reasonable charges, re- 
frashiment facilities, piano. Apply The Warden, 5 
Culedonian Rd., King's Cross, London, N.1. 


DR. HUGH SCHONITELD on HG, Welly and 
World Citizenship, Conway Hall, Hothorn, W.C.i 
Tuesday, Januory 9, 7.50 p.m. Discussion, 


MEETINGS, Lecture-demonstrations 
The fast listening meeting 
The Uuurie Hall, Market 
Pluce. 7.30 p.m, Thurs, Dee, 21, Listeners for 
Peace. (D Tour of He'taia thy vehicle we hope) 
Depart Trafalgar Square, Sun., Jun, 7, 2..30-3.30 p.m. 
() Vin Europe to Ruswa, Depart London May 1. 
QM Then we hope to ga to America, China and the 
world, Prospective listeners oad helpers of all Kinds 
leave contact Treasurers Derry Munam, S54, St. 
Pronurds Rive, Orpington, Kent. Organiser: Dr. 
Ractiel Pinncy, 443 Fuchain Road, London, S.W.16. 
FLA 7008 (not Wed), REN 2224 (Messages), 


LISTENING 
hy Dr. Rachel Pinney. 
hiefore dour, Romford 1 


HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 


PAX HOUSE offera you individual attention, com- 
fort, vegetarian and non-vegetarian faod. Hi and C, 
Centrally situated, within casy reach of sea. = 17 
Melville Rd Tel. HOVE 70945. 


PERSONAL 
verbatim shorthand, _ typing 
Mabel Eyles, 10 Reacons- 
ENTerprine 3324. 
HYPNOSIS. Consultant treata nervous condi- 
tons, disorders, personal habits and problems. G. 
Rtocker, BULA, 14 Belsize Crescent, Hampstead, 
N.W.1.) SWlas Cottage 490M. 
iF YOU SHOP at a Co-op., please give this 
number when making your neat purchase : 1.336943 
Yaeur dividend will then be gratefully received by 
the Sccretary, Peace Newa, 5 Caledonian Rd, 
London, N.-1. 


in 
Get PEACE NEWS every Friday 
Place an order with your 

NEWSAGENT today 


DUPLICATING, 
(tapes, etc.), translating. 
field Road, London, N.1I. 


NEW SHERWOOD SCHOOL, EPSOM 
A Co-educational, progressive, parent- 
owned school emphasising co-operation 
rather than competition, takes day and 
boarding pupils 5 to 18. EPSOM 9619 


“{ renounce war and | will never 
support or sanction another” 


ledge, signed by each member, is 
asis of the Peace Pledge Union. 
Send YOUR pledge to PPU Headquarters 
DICK SHEPPARD HOUSE 


This 
the 


6 Endslelgh Street London, W.C,1 


IN LOVING MEMORY of my dear tushand, 
Herman Brinkman, who passed away December 14, 
1960. 

THE MARRIAGE CLUU arranges social intro- 
ductions for people of education and sensitivity 
Mrv. Prue White, 17, Estelle Rd, London, N.W.3 

MAKE FRIENDS ANYWHERI:—opposite | sex 
(17-70). SAE. for details, Personal Column Ltd., 
Falcon House, Burnley, Lancs 


PEACE NEWS AND HOUSMANS BOOKSITOP 
welcome visitors 9.0 to 6 p.m. Monday to Friday, 
fo £ pom. on Saturday, Voluntary work always 
possible. Peace literature, books of all kinds, 
personal-commercial stationery, greeting cards, elc., 
on sale 


URGENT: HELPERS WANTED at Peace News 


Office, 5 Caledonian Road, N.1, for packing and 
despatch of papers—Wed, evenings 5-9 p.m. and 
Thursday mornings Also voluntary help urgently 


required on Christmas Cards, Monday to Friday, 


9.30-6.0 p.m. 


WAR RESISTERS (INTERNATIONAL welcomes 


witte of foreign stampa Please wend to WRI, #8 
Park Ave., Enfielul, Middlesex 
“THE WORLD LEAGUE Against Vivisection 


and For the Protection of Animals,"’ opposes all 
ernelty and violence Details from 5 North View, 
SWwlg. 
LITERATURE 
LIBRARIES bought: politics, economics, world 
ara RIV. 6807. The Hammersmith Bookshop, 


BRITAIN'S OLDEST 


SOCIALIST WEEKLY— 
vigorous, forthright and consistently against war— 
the * Socialist Leader "' Indispensable to members 
of the PPU who want up-to-date information of 
home and world politics. Threepence weekly. Ob- 
tainuble from your newsagent or from 48 Dundas 
ee Glasgow, C.1, and 6 Endsleigh St., Landon, 


THE TIUMANIST is the journal of Scientific 
Hamanisin Gnonthly Is.) Specimen copy free, with 
Bertrand Russell's ‘' Faith of a Rationalist and 
bouklet “ Living with Reality’. RPLA, (Dept. PN), 
40 Drury Lane, tLondon, W.C.2 


ORDER all your baoks fram Lousmans 
shop Profits on sales help Peace News 
donian Road, King's Crass, London, N.1. 


“POPE: JOHN and the Cold War," F. A. Ridley. 
Co-existence Or nuclear annihilation ? Ss. dd. post 
paid, Frank Maithind, 22 Hamilton Park, N.S, 


Book- 
5 Cale- 


FOR SALE 


SUCCESSFUL MEETINGS NEED BOOKSTALLS 
Up-to-date selections of books and pamphlets ecup- 
pled ‘on sele or return’ for meetings of all 
xindd, Flousmans Bookshop, the Peace News book- 
selera, 5 Caledoniar Road King's Cross, Loadon, 
Ni 

: SITUATIONS VACANT 

PEACE NEWS URGENTLY needs competent 
typist (shorthand ea advantage) for advertisement 
and general office duties. Please write, The Manager, 
Peace News Ltd, § Caledonian Road, London, N.1. 
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Sen! 5 to arrive first post Monday. Include 


Dute, TOWN, Time, Place (hall, street); nature of 
ever, speakers, Organisers (and secretary's address). 


friday, December 15 
BRISTOL 14 7.30 pam. "The Old Duke,"" King 
St." Civil Osobedience."' Tony Crofts. Western 
Committee of 100. 


Saturday, December 16 


LONDON, W.t. 2.45 p.m. Air St. (behind Swan 
and Edgar), Piccadilly. Poster Parade, Westminster 
CND. 


LONDON, $.W.11 4 p.m. Waterloo Place, Lower 
Regent St. Poster Parade. Westminster CND. 


NORWICH; !0 a.m, to 2 p.m. approx. Quter- 
Ring march around City. On arriving in Norwich, 
‘phone NOR 24053 to be given instructions on 
where to pick up march, CNID speakers and masa 
leaflcting. CNID). 


SOUTHEND-ON-SEA + 2 p.m. Assemble Dawsett 
Ave., Victoria Circus. Poster Parade. YCND. 
Sunday, December 17 


LONDON, N.1: 3.30 pm. Peace News, 5 Cale- 
donian Rd., King's X. Peace Service, Discourse: 
Antony Bates. Tea, questions, discussion. PRU. 


NEWCASTLE: Ll a.m. Assemble Central Station 
for march covering urban districts, CND. 


TONBRIDGE: 6.30 pm. Adult School, Danvers 
Rd. (near public library). Monthly discussion mtg. 
“A Christian view of responsibility,’’ opened by 


John LEndersby. SoF 
Monday, December 18 


LONDON, W.C.11 630 pm. 6 Endsleigh St. 
“Fie Common Market, war and peace. Roy 
Sherwood. 6 p.m, refreshments. PPU. 


Wednesday, December 20 


LONDON, N.9; 8 pm. Congregational Church 
Hall, Lower Fore St. Rev BR. H. Copestake: ** Can 
we have peace without God?" PPU. 


Thursday, December 2k 


Wot: p.m, Air St, 


a behind Swan 
Piccadilly. Poster Parade. 


RONDE As Westminster 


and Hdgar, 

CN) 
ROMFORD: 7.30 p.m. The Laurie Hall, Market 

Place. Lecture-demonstration by Dr, Rachel Pinney. 


Love came 


down 


at Christmas 


Love all lovely, Love Divine 


Yes, indeed. And to us in Britain the fact brings warmth and joy. 


But warmth and joy are unknown to those two million destitute souls 
locked in Algerian Regroupment Camps. Innocent victims of a cruel war. 
Most are old people and children under 12 years of age. Hunger, disease and 
death are constant companions this Christmas. Since 1958 over 180,000 


children have died in these camps. 


As we approach the Festive Season, and glory in its joy, can we not 
share a little of our comfort with these hungry people? As our children 
delight in opening thelr eyes to feast on the overflowing stacking, so will 
the eyes of camp children open to the anguish of another bitter hungry day. 
Maybe all they will have to eat on Christmas Day ore acorns and stew made 


from grass and grass roots. 


Dare we ask the Christ Child to share our fives and homes and still be 
unaware of his presence in these camps? Day by doy and night by alght 
He soes both them and us, We in our jay—they in thelr misery. Surely, os 
he watches the hungry, only one word falls fram His lips 


INASMUCH 


Your gift to save life, will be welcomed whether it is small or large by 


The Hon. Treasurer, Rt. Hon. James Griffiths MP 
War on Want 9, Madeley Road, London, W.5 


Please don’t let Christmas pass without a collection in your home or at 
work. A Carol Party ? 


Special Christmas Cards 6s. per dozen, post free 


Sunday, December 24 
GRANGE OVER SANDS: 3.0 p.m. Friends Mg. 
Hise. Cartmel, ‘Peace Sunday.’’ J. Ewart) White. 
Grange Peace Group 
LONDON, Nui: 
Caledonian Rd 
Christmay."' 


3.30 pm. Peace ttews, 5 
Antony Bates: "The Spirit al 
Universal Religion—~Pacifist Feilowship. 

Saturday, December 30 

LONDON, §S.W.10; 5—-9 pm. 6 Apollo Plac 
Chelsea. (Between Worlds End and Cheyne Walk 
houseboats), Not a meeting; a party to raise fun 
and finance, accent on former. PPU. 


Friday, December 29 — Sunday, December 31 


WANTAGE, Herks.: Charney Manor, Charne 
Bassett. Weekend School, Further deiails from 
Anthony Weaver, 18 Campden Grove, W.8. Com- 
mittee of 100 Schools for Non-violence. 


Sealine 


Every week: ! 


FRIDAYS 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE : 7.30 p.m. Friend 
Hse., Jesmond Rd. (Rm. 6). Ginen Peace cone 
All welcome. SoF (Peace Commitee), i 


SATURDAYS 
BIRMINGHAM: Genorat Post Office, Vict la 
Sq. [Peace News selling, 2-5 p. ceria 
he anaes ng P.m. Volunteera please 


LONDON, W.1h1 Golborne Rd, off Portobello 


Market, north end. Peace Hookatall in Mark 
0 am.-5S p.m. pele for two-hour shifts. ae 
needed. Apply to the Secretary, BAY 2086, or 


Organiser, ite 7906. = Porchester PPU. 


SUNDAYS 
NOTTINGHAM: 7-9 n.m. Slab Sq. O 
Then in ‘Flying Horse" Hote] till 104 .m creo 
and leafleters welcome each week, cNp” 
SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS 


LONDON: 72 Oakley Sq. NW.1 
work campy ‘ 
FUS 3195. 
munity. IVS. 


Week 
fake place whenever possible, “Phone 
ork for needy sections of the com- 


WEDNESDAYS 


ILFORD: 8 p.m. G Felbriggs Rd., Seven Kin 
na og as 
oe Gaines from station). Ilford Peace Movement 


THURSDAYS 


LONDON, E.111 8 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho. 
Rd. (near Green Man), K.10 and B.1] "arouyi pe 


daa lade bani an NNR UAE ANN NG GU Atta HENN ny 


NALSO International School 


The New Capitalism 
and the New Left 


Jan. 3-7, Ruskin Rookery, Oxford 


Speakers: Barbara Castle, Stuart Hall, Alasdair 
Macintyre, John Hughes, Richard Crossman, Anthony 
Crosland, Gabriel Pearson, Nigel Young and partici. 
pants from Continent, 


Films, social. Cost £4 10s. incl, Bookings 
(students, YS, YCND, etc.) with 10s, deposit to 
4 College Rd., Bromsgrove, Worcs, 


Speedy and 
helpful service 


call or write 


HOUSMANS 


@ PEACE EDUCATION LITERATURE 
wall currens publications available. 


@ BOOKS OF ALL KINDS 
——titles no¢ In eteck obtained promptiy, 


@ PERSONAL AND COMMERCIAL 
STATIONERY 
Writing materials, all kinds of envelopes, 
Biros, pencils, water colours, atc., ete, 


@ BIRTHDAY AND OCCASION CARDS 


“ Medict Range,’ 4d. to ts. 4d. 
asatd, 45, 6d. post free. ur 


HOUSMANS The Peace News Booksellers 
§ Caledonian Road, Kings Crass, N.1 


Spare a groat 


Y20 you subseribe to 
ihe theory that school 
days are the happiest 
days of one’s life ? Ido 
not, and never did! 
Partly because of my 
halting scholarship, and 
partly through an_in- 
nate distike of  repi- - 
mentation, and work. 
Bat the school children of today have so 
much more lo worry about that they carn 
my heartfelt sympathy. 


ae) 
FUND 
paTEsr 


Think of all that extra history. For us, 
modern history ended with Victoria. 
Nobody seemed to want to po into the 
first world war, which had not long been 
over. Besides, after Victoria unseemly 
things began to happen, and in my school 
days one did not mention any possible 
blight on Britain's reputation. 


And all that extra veography. Do they 
issue new atlases every year these days ? 
Our wall atlas had been hanging on the 
peg for generations. No doubt the isobarg 
and so on are much as they were, but 
little else. 


Such condolence, however, seems likely to 
be lightened if a metric system of coinage 
is introduced. ‘Though even then, I dare 
swear, some pedants will insist on exer- 
cises in pounds, shillings und pence as 
kind of arithmetical equivalent to Latin 
grammar. The great day will come, haw- 
ever, when weights und measures are also 
metrical. Then perhaps the kids will have 
time to keep pace with modern history 
and geography, 


Those who LIKE torturing themselves with 
mathematics can always devise puzzles, 
like converting rupees, annas and pice into 
pounds, shillings and pence, I am enough 
of a romantic to hope that if we do have 
a metric system, we won't call our new 
money dollars and cents, but ducats and 
&rOats, or something of that kind, 


Mind you, our own book keepers don’t mind 
doing any amount of conversion SUMS, 9) 
Jong as they have the hard cash to work 
on. One notices them gently pining when 
their work is a kind of shadow play, based 
only on theory. You will, we know, want 
fo help make their working lives more 
colourful by scraping together and send- 
ing in alt the pounds, shillings, pence, 
rupecs, annas, pice, dollars, cents, ducats 
and grouts on which you can lay your 
hands. 

And for this relief, much thanks, 


JACK SHEPHERD, 
Contributions since Dec. 1: £54 Ss. 4d. 
Total since Feb. 1: £1,381 18s, Sd. 
Please make cheques, etc., payable to 


Lady Clare Annesley, Treasurer, Peace 
News, 5 Caledonian Rd., London, N.1. 


AL Mma. 
FLAME 
The independent peace magazine 


Price 9d., plus postage 


FLAME PRESS SOCIETY 
5, The Street, Didmarton, 
Badminton, Glos. 


Post free trial 


Rewe b2S0de 


NEWS 
(US 13 weeks for $1) 


Please send Pesce News for 8 weeks 
to the name and address below 
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PEACE NEWS 
§ Caledanian Road, Landon, N.} 


DECEMBER 9 IN BRITAIN 


i 


ii. SATO a einen cit ies 


ead as : 
AGES, 


Above: After the Wethersfield coaches 
were cancelled. Right: Sitting at one of 
the entrances (0 the base, 


Below: Police move a girl at Wethers- 
field. Below right: Passing a look-out 
tower at the Brize Norton base. 


/ 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Great Iritaia and Abroad (Sea mail: 3 months 
Hy, Bd; One year 34s. 


AIRMAIL 

North Africa and Middie Mast: as above. North 
America (subscriptions to N. American office, 
140 North ith St, Philadelphia 2, Pa., USA): 
one year $6 Australasia and Far East: 3 months 
10s. }0d.; one year 42s. Elsewhere ontyide 
Europe: 3 months 9s, Yd; one year 38s. 

Six month rates pro rata. Vor special 

trial, subscription offer see coupon. 


PEACE NEWS 
§ Caledonian Road, London, N.1 
Tel: TER 8248 Cables : HOWPA, London 


The Katanga lobby 


Dr, Conor O'Brien's attack on 
the British Government's policy 
on Katanea has led to publicity 
being given to the Katanga lobby 
winch hus had considerable influ- 
ence in London, Paris and 
Brussels. 

France  Observateur 
vast — Friday — that’ President 
Ishombe's visit to Paris “ coin- 
cided" with the formation of a 
France-K atanga association, — Its 
first activity was a major dinner 
inspired by individuals of | the 
extreme Right who have associa- 
tions with the OAS (Secret, Army 
Organisation). 

Following Dr. O'Brien’s  criti- 
cisms, The Guardian published on 
December 6 an exposé of the indi- 
vidualy and interests responsible 
for the Katanga lobby in Britain. 
Extracty detailing jinancial inter- 
esty in Katanga appear below: 


TJNION MINIERE, the Anglo- 

Belgian mining corporation, now 
provides the Tshombe régime with 
about 80 per cent of its annual 
revenues, 

‘Fanganyika Concessions Ltd, (° Tanks"), 
an Anplo-Rhodesian concern with its head- 
quarters in Salisbury, owns 14} per cent of 
the shares in Union Miniere duo Haat- 
Katanga and has 20 per cent of the voting 
rights. ‘The chairman of “Tanks” is Capt. 
Charles Waterhouse, one of the original 
“Suez rebels” in the winter of 1956-57 
when he was still a Tory MP, 

The British South Africa Company is also 
a substantial shareholder in ‘ Tanks.” This 
company is an enormous mining and mer- 
chanting concern which dominates the 
economy of Katanga’s next-door neighbour, 
Northern Rhodesia. 

The president of British Small Arms, 
Lord Robina, also sits on the board of 
“Tanks,” and is therefore directly con- 
cerned in the welfare of Union Miniére. 
Until last April Lord Salisbury was a mem- 
ber of the board of BSA. In recent African 
debates in the House of Lords he has been 
a sharp questioner of Government action in 
Katanga as well as the Rhodesias. Lord 
Clitheroe, another vigorous champion of 
Katanga at Westminster as well as in the 
letters columns of the serious newspapers, 
has interests in companies associated with 
Union Miniére, and has declared this in- 
terest when speaking in Parliament, So has 
Lord Selborne, wha has similar interests. 

In 1959, the last normal year of opera- 
tions before the Congo became independent, 
Union Miniére paid a total of £37,000,000 
in taxes, royalties and dividends, Of this, 
£21,000,000 went to the state--then the 
Congo ak a whole rather than Katanga 
and £16,000,000 went to Tanganyika Con- 
cessions Ltd. 

Che book assets of Union Minitre come 
to a total of £106,000,000, but the Financial 
Times has put the real value at something 
nearer £145,000,000. The company has just 
npnounced from Brussels this week that its 
copper output for 1961 is expected ta reach 
300,000 tons. ‘This represents about eight 
per cent of the world output and is 20,060 
tons more than the total two years ago, 
Union Minitre also praduces annually 
about 150,000 kilograms of silver as well as 
impressive amounts of zinc, cobalt and cad- 
mium and smaller amounts of gold, 
uranium and germanium oxide. Jt also 


reported 


operates power stations, railways, chemical 
factories, banks and insurance companies. 


The UN and Katanga 


By Geoffrey Carnall 


NO pacifist will feel disposed to cheer 
the British Government for con- 
sidering sending bombs to anybody, 
not even the LIN force. Phe poll- 
tical implications of the two dozen 
thousand-pound bombs must not, 
however, be ignored, Granted that 
the British Government hasn't been 
converted to pacifism, that it believes 
in war (including nuclear war) as an 
instrument of policy, an inunediate 
refusal to let the UN have military 
support would have confirmed the 
impression that they are backing the 
UN’s opponents: in Katanga, and 
thwarting the Security Council’s 
decisions on the Congo. 


Dr, Conor O'Brien has, of course, accused 
Britain of doing just that, and promises 
to write a book about it. The official 
argument of the British Government is 
this: that they have no wish to see 
Katanga separate from the rest of the 
Congo, but that the unity of the Congo 
must be secured by conciliation, not coer- 
cion. It is not the function of a UN 
force to join in on one side of a civil 
war, If Britain scems cool towards UN 
policy, it is only because its force has 
been allowed to get into an impossible 
position, 


Now it must be admitted that there is a lot 
to be said for this line of argument, Its 
terms are little different from those used 
by governments whose loyalty to the UN 
operation is beyond question --notably 
the Republic of Ircland. Much of the 
pressure at the UN for a mandate to 
“smash” the Katanga secession reflects 
the tough-mindedness normal in new 
nationalist movements, although of doubt- 
ful effectiveness in the long run—that is, 
when one thinks in terms of getting large 
bodies of people to work together. 


Does it therefore follow that the policy of 
the British and Rhodesian Governments 
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This week’s 


contributors 


ROD FRINCE, who bag contributed fre- 
quently to PN in the past, is doing re- 
seurch about old people in London for 
the Institute of Community Studics. 


ROY FINCH teaches philosophy at Sarah 
Lyons College in New York; he was till 
recently Chairman of the War Resisters 
League in the OSA and is 4 former editor 
of Liberation, 

DAVID HOGGETT spent three years in 
India working for International Voluntary 
Service and later for Vineba’s Bhoodan 
movement. He was badly injured in an 
accident at a work camp in Austria sev- 
cral years ago, but takes part in Commit- 
tee of 100 demonstrations. 

J. ALLEN SKINNER is an associate editor 
of Peace News. Te was gaoled in L917 as 
a CO. Ole was for many years on the 
editorial staff of the Union of Post Office 
Workers’ journal. 

JOUIN PAPWORTIL was imprisoned to- 
gether with other Commitice of 100 
members before the September 17 demon- 
stration. He ig a former Labour candi- 
date and is currently Seeretary of the 
fnternational Society for Socialist Studies, 
We hag been 4 teacher and secial worker 
and now runs an import business. 


deserves the support of pacifists 2? Un- 
fortunately it does nat. 
The UN was called into the Congo in order 


to prevent a political break-up that would 


have led to international conflict, With- 
out that intervention, outside Powers 
would have seen an opportunity of 


strengthening their position in the Congo 
region, and would have felt justified in 
doing so because if they didn't, others 
would. ‘The ON operation represented a 
self-denying ordinance, guaranteed by the 
presence of troops from many African 
and neutral countries under UN com- 
mand, 


The secession of Katanga, and its close 
association with Rhodesia, has meant a 
continuing failure to honour this inter- 
nalional agreement. ‘The failure is par- 
ticularly important because of the mineral 
wealth of the province which is now used 
for the benefit of Katanga alone (apart 
from what goes to the shareholders of 
‘Vanganyika Concessions, the British South 
Africa) Company, etc), Mr. ‘Tshombe 
sometimes argues that he is willing to 
enter into a very loose federation with 
the rest of the Congo, but he evidently 
has no wish to see Katanga doing much 
in the way of subsidising the economy of 
the Congo, His actions have in any case 
been directed to strengthening his Gov- 
ernment’s power of independent action. 
Independent, that is, of the central Con- 
golese Government, 

Meanwhile the self-denying ordinance con- 
tinues under very severe strain, The 
whole basis of the UN action will collapse 
if Mr. Tshombe can prove that his seces- 
sion is unshakeable. It is unlikely that 
he will be shaken by military action, 
though of course be could be * smashed ” 
in the Korean manner, As General Sean 
McKeown, the Urish Commander of the 
UN forces, has put it, if the forces oper- 
ating under Mr. Tshombe could be ad- 
viscd fo change their tactics, Katanga 
could be integrated with the rest of the 
Congo, probably on a federal basis. 
“When I refer to forces,” he explained, 
“To mean financial forces, which are the 
most powerful of all.” 


There seems little doubt that economic and 
political sanctions could put Mr. Tshombe 
in a position where it would be more 
profitable to his province to work with 
the Congo than with Sir Roy Welensky. 
The price would clearly be a severe 
worsening of Britain's relations with 
Rhodesia, and it is nat surprising that the 
present Government has not been willing 
to pay that price. 

Hence the value of Dr. O'Brien's exposure 
of the methods by which the British 
Government has worked to inhibit the 
UN. He has made it rather more difli- 
cult for this understandable but disastrous 
policy to suceed. 
is good to see that he has fairly general 
backing in Ireland, and that Mr, Lemass 
has insisted that his Government is con- 
linuing its full support to the UN opera- 
tion, Perhaps the most depressing aspect 
of the affair is that Dr. O’Brien will no 
longer be able to work with the Irish 
delegation at the General Assembly in 
New York. He is the only man I’ve ever 
met who seemed able to get an Arab and 
an [sraeli willing to talk, if not to each 
other, at least in terms which did not rule 
out an eventual truce. If he couldn't 
conciliate Mr, Tshombe, one wonders if 
anyone could, 

The accusation that he is a wild, undiplo- 
matic fellow, a stage Irishman with an 
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NEXT WEEK’S CHRISTMAS NUMBER 


is addressed particularly to those in prison. It includes : 

BERTRAND RUSSELL, PAT ARROWSMITH and two FREEDOM 
RIDERS on their experiences in jail. 

ALFRED HUTCHINSON an prisons in South Africa. 


Poetry, prose and pictures by political prisoners, Also Post- 
script on December 9 by ROD PRINCE and more news of 
those “ inside.” 


uncertain temper, is quite ludicrous, It is 
true that he has no more love than Sir 
Harold Nicolson has for the imperial 
Englishman, for the attitude represented 
by the Express and the Telegraph news- 
papers, summed up in the remark that “ it 
is possible fo exaggerate the importance 
of humouring the semi-barbarian coun- 
tries of Africa” [Mr, Douglas Brown of 
the Susday Telegraph). 

‘The Irishman,” remarked the Telegraph 
last Sunday, in an editorial, “scorns the 
Anglo-Saxons’ docility and hypocrisy, he 
docs not appreciate their civic virtues and 
political wisdom, and he is jealous of 
England’s greatness.” If the Telegraph 
represents Rritain’s political wisdom, long 
may the Irish fail to appreciate it ! 


Cheap labour for 


the mines 


“PSHE financial interests in Katanga, 
Northern Rhodesia and South 
Africa, are inextricably linked and the 
labour requirements of the mines are 
treated as an indivisible unit.” 

This statement appears in an article on 
the Economics of Apartheid in the Ameri- 
can Committee on Africa’s journal -1frica 
Today, The author goes on to say that 50 
per cent of the shares in the goldmining 
industry in South Africa are held by over- 
seas investors, mainly in Britain, The wages 
paid to the 400,000 workers in the mines is 
three shillings a day plus food and housing. 
The workers are housed in compounds and 
forbidden by law to leave them until their 
contract has ended. ‘This cheap labour force 
is drawn from all over Southern Africa: the 
British protectorates, Nyasaland, Northern 
Rhodesia and Tanganyika, and the Portu- 
guese colonies of Angola and Mozambique; 
less than half is recruited in South Africa. 

The maintenance of this cheap labour 
force depends on political and economic 
exploitation not only in South Africa but 
the surrounding territories supplying labour. 

@ Mr. Joshua Nkomo, president of the 
(recently banned) Southern Rhodesian 
National Democratic Party, has said that 
Lord Perth told him that Britain could not 
give Africans in Southern Rhodesia majority 
rule because too much capital was invested 
in industry there. (The Observer, December 
10.) 


Sir Edgar bans them 


"WHE National Democratic Party in 

Southern Rhodesia was permanently 
banned on December 9 by Sir Edgar 
Whitehead, the Prime Minister, backed 
by Sir Roy Welensky. 


The NDP is the main political party for 
Africans, Atl public meetings have been 
banned for a month, the homes of NDP 
leaders raided, and the leaders themselves 
banned from attending meetings for three 
months, Southern Rhodesia police reserves 
have been moved into African townships 
along with units of the Federal Army. 

Whitehead explained that he had acted 
in order that “ordinary men and women 
in this country shall be able to express their 
political views free from fear” of intimida- 
tion. He also compared the NDP to the 
Nazi Party in Germany, accusing it of aban- 
doning democratic methods and adopting 
violence, 

The ban on the NDP comes after a 
month of industrial agitation, Two days 
Previous to the ban being declared 600 
women were arrested after a sit-down in 
protest against the new Constitution for 
Southern Rhodesia. When the men had 
finished work they took up the demonstra- 
tion; hundreds gathered outside the central 
police station in Salisbury and were fired on 
by the police. In Harara one African was 
shot dead and two others wounded after 
stoning vehicles. Sir Edgar Whitehead 
promised to ensure unconstitutional methods 
were not used to wreck the new Constitu- 
tron, 


MINH three major political parties in 
Britain today have failed to create 
any real enthusiasm for their policies 
amongst the mass of the electorate. 
The ineffectiveness of — Labour- 
Liberal opposition to Tory policies 
is mainly due to the fact that if 
either were in power, similar policies 
would be pursued. 

The lack of interest in political issues and 
the widespread apathy and indifference is 
the direct result of parliamentary shadow 
boxing on the major problems facing 
Britain, Vigorous, hard-hitting, passion- 
ate debates on the great issue of peace 
cannot be hoped for in the present House 
of Commons. Indeed, no one with any 
concern for freedom and democracy can 
view the present state of affairs in the 
House of Commons with any other than 
profound misgivings, Parliament has be- 
come a “stagnant pool” in) which too 
few men of independent mind are left to 
cause an occasional ripple on the waters. 
There is too much dull, listless con- 
formily to the party line by the great 
majority of MPs, John Stuart Mill con- 
cludes his book ON Linerty with these 
words: 

“A party which dwarfs its men in 
order that they be more docile instru- 
ments in its hands--even for beneficial 
purposes —will find that with small men 
no preat thing can really be accom- 
plished; and that the perfection of 
machinery to which it has sacrificed 
everything will in the end avail it 
nothing for want of the vital power 
which in order that the machine might 
work more smoothly, it has preferred 
to banish.” 

The situation today is that millions of 
people who are opposed to Britain’s meni- 
bership of NATO, to the possession of 
nuclear bombs, to Polaris missile bases, 
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Quitting Labour to support nuclear disarmament 


WHY I RESIGNED 


to H-bomb bases, to German militarism, 
and to all the paraphernalia of prepara- 
tions for mass murder, have no voices 
raised on their behalf in the Hlouse of 
Commons. 

1 appreciate the efforts of a small group of 
Labour MPs who have consistently ex- 
posed the bankruptcy of the Govern- 
ment’s defence policy and that of their 
own front bench, Unfortunately, their 
speeches are largely ignored by the 
“popular” press and have made little 
impact on public opinion. The same can 


women to have faith in themselves and 
in their ability to stop the preparations 
for nuclear war. “Ehey have put an end 
to all the cant, humbug and hypocrisy 
which has surrounded the issue of peaco 
in recent years. The “peace” policies 
are now, at last, being effectively exposed 
by a dynamic, purposeful opposition. 
Therein lies the hope of future political 
developments in Rritain. 

As far as the Labour Party is concerned, | 
believe it is “dying” from a lack of 
enthusiasm and a sense of moral purpose. 


By Bryan Weston 


Mr, Weston, who recently resigned from the Labour Party, was 
ity prospective candidate for Tavistock, Devon, in the (959 general 
election, When he polled over 8,000 vetes. 


be said of the annual pilgrimage to the 
party conference in order to speak for a 
few minutes on issues which have already 
been decided by the trade union block 
votes. This does nothing to create an 
awareness of the profound crisis facing 
mankind. Indeed, | believe the CND and 
the Committee of 100 have done more in 
this respect by marches, demonstrations, 
civil disobedience, etc, than have the 
politicians by speeches in Parliament. 
The Committee of 100, in particular, has 
been responsible for stimulating public 
thought and disctission on the H-bomb 
issue. They have challenged the apathy 
and inditference prevalent in Britain to- 
day by a positive appeal to men and 


{t has become pointless for the Left to 
continue is fight inside the party, Public 
opinion will not be mobilised in support 
of a peace policy by factional strife, 
mutual reerimination, and sterile argue 
ment within the party. 

The time has come for the Left to sever its 
connection with the party and take posi- 
live steps to Organise a new political 
party in Britain which is anilateralist, 
neutralist and socialist in content. Tt is 
futile to think that the entrenched Jeader- 
ship of the Parliamentary Labour Party 
will ever give its support to unilateralist 
policies, whatever tnight be the decisions 
of a future conference—this has been 
proved already. 


INSU EOTHNHELASUAGY EURO TREE ARENAS EE A REPT PR EERE HG TERT 
CENTRALISED GOVERNMENT 


liow do we 


TF we accept that government has 

become so highly centralised that 
the processes by which people normally 
exercise an influence on its workings 
have become largely meaningless and 
futile, we are still a long way from 
freeing ourselves from its bondage by 
simply advocating and practising direct 
action in politics. 

We must surely recognise that in the 
immediate future, ignoring the Bomb peril 
for a moment, 50,000,000 people can only 
stay alive in these islands if we have a 
strong central government. The — sheer 
weight of numbers, coupled with the com- 
pulsive complexity of our production and 
consumption habits and our dependence, in 
turn, on an effectually regulated mechanism 
of national and foreign trade, makes it 
indispensable, 

How do we break out? [do not think a 
simple political or organisational approach 
will work here. Our political dependence 
on a central gavernment is dictated 10 us 
by our cconomic dependence. Is it not 
possible therefore that we are swallowing 
too many of the assumptions about living 
standards which have been drummed into 
our collective minds by several generations 
of capitalist propaganda? And ate we not 
all being rather too acquiescent in the trend 
described by Galbraith which began by 
capitalisis persuading people to buy their 
goods which satisfied an already existent 
demand and ended with capitalists con- 
ducting successful propaganda to create 
new forms of demand itself? 

It scems clear to me that political in- 
dependence within the ambience of a world 
regulatory mechanism can only have mean- 
ing insides communities which are small 
and which are run on a scale appropriate to 
human beings rather than machines, There 
is an optimum size of communities, beyond 
control of the generality of their members. 
which they cease to be responsive to the 


Democracy in fact, is fpossible in mass 
societies, which is why, for cxample, all 
the instruments or reform which ordinary 
people have built in order to protect them- 
selves, Labour Party, Trades’ Unions, 
Co-ops, the lot, are, whatever they may 


break out ? 


profess, firmly oligarchic in practice and 
spirit, (it is this, too, which makes it 
diflicult to listen patiently to those Cam- 
paign for Nuclear Disarmament and Com- 
Mitice of 100 types who talk such twaddle 
about running Parliamentary candidates, In 
fact they should take care. CND already 
shows uneasy signes of oligarchic tendencies 
and the Committee of 100 will fall into the 
same trap if it doesn't keep both eyes wide 
open.) 

But even) small) communities cannot 
achieve any sort of political independence 


By John Papworth 


they achieve a 
independence. This at ance 
raises the crucial question of living 
standards. We have to face the fact that 
our present high levels of consumption are 
mainly the product of a refined application 
of the division of labour to an extent which 
dwarfs the original object of that division 
-——man’s own well being. There is an 
optimum level of economic production in 
terms of human well being which, if it is 
exceeded, has ‘‘spread” effects which are 
antagonistic rather than contributory to 
happiness. The scale gets so large that 
ordinary men lose (if they ever had it) 
contral; men's decision-making roles in 
work become unwanted and repudiated and 
only their obedience and acquiescence is 
tequired; similar attitudes spread to politics, 
culture, religion and even home life. And 
here, in 1961, we are. 

This does not mean that men must 
repudiate completely the division of labour 
and seek to become wholly independent, or 
that communities shovld do likewise. [ 
should bo sorry not to see an occasionul 
bottle of wine an my table, or a plate of 
oranges or brazil nuts. But if wa would 
repudiate the market forces which hold us 
in thrall we must be prepared to reject 
many of its products! 

It may be very fanciful to expect every- 
hady to give up smoking, but suppose half 
of us did so as a deliberate act of will, is 
it possible that tobacco advertising would 
decrease? And suppose we stopped buying 
bortles of pop, breakfast cereals, tinned 


untess 
econonic 


fair degree of 


foods (which a great deal of recent re- 
search suggests may be largely responsible 
for the increasing cancer rates anyhow)? 
And supposing we inade a point of either 
Browing much of our own food or buying 
only that that was fresh atid locally 
produced? Large scale capitalism, which 
flourishes far on changing food into inert 
standardised matter which can he stored 
for fong periods, would begin here to Jose 
out very quickly. Nobody makes take-over 
bids for cabbage fields. 

And what about the other things, the 
consumer durables? Must each of us have 
a personal target of one (ind even more) 
of each of the gadgets? Can't we arrange 
to share a “IV set, a car, and so on with 
neighbours on a basis of more neighbour- 
liness? And can't we try to make them 
last as long as possible without succumb- 
ing to the blandishments of the advertise- 
ments to replace as quickly as possible? 

Can we make our own furniture? Or 
break the commercial grip on Chrisimas 
by making our own gifts? ‘This kind of 
direct action, widely practised, would lead 
to the ability we hava now largely lost, to 
control our own econamic life. To be 
effective it is not enough for us to switch 
from one kind of consumption to another: 
we must also be content, in a material sense, 
with a simpler way of life altogether. 

There are other reasons for this. Tt is a 
capitalist-inspired delusion that the material 
resources of the planet are infinite in their 
extent. ‘They are of course strictly finite, 
and modern methods of geological research 
are now making it uncomfortably clear how 
near we are to the limits of some of their 
finjtude. (Morrison Brown argues, for ex- 
ample, that world resources of tin cannot 
last much more than 20 years.) 

fn short, we are indulping in the most 
shamefully rapacious squandering of pas- 
terity's heritage temporarily in our keeping, 
We are doing if, moreover, by methods 
which degrade human relationships, which 
assume antagonism: and distrust between 
human beings as an inimutable law of their 
operation, and which in consequence pro- 
duce more and more disorders of violence 
on an ever increasing scale. 

The Domb is not like some polsanaus 
almond not topping u macaroon. ft is in 
every way a reflection of the kind of 
society which has produced it and if we 
want to contral it we must work oul ways 
of contralling the forces it so evilly but so 
appropriately expresses. 


What, then, is the Left waiting for? A 
sign from heaven ? Or do they tack the 
indomitable courage of their forefathers? 
Do they shrink in terror at the thaught 
of @ strenuous, sustained struggle in the 
political wilderness ? Do they really 
believe that the views of Hugh Gaitshell 
and Michacl Foot can be reconciled ? A 
facade of unity may be presented to the 
public—but it would be blatantly dis- 
honest, 

Vhe Party is broken in two; both Right and 
Left know this te be true and so do the 
public at large. ‘Vhe issues on which the 
Patty is divided go too deep for recon- 
ciation or unity to be possible. The 
final break has to come soon, otherwise 
the general public will become even more 
cynical of politics and politicians, Let the 
Lett give a lead now~-not wait cit dooms- 
day. 

With the growth of support for the CND 
and the Committee of 160 the basis 
already exists for the emergence of a new 
political organisation capable of challeng- 
ing the supremacy of the older parties 
and atlracting widespread suppert from 
broad sections of the British people. An 
organisation which speaks with clarity 
and conviction on the supreme issue now 
confronting Hritain-the issue of peace 
Or WHT, 

There are thousands of political activists in 
Britain today who are bitterly disillu- 
sioned with the older parties. If a new, 
vigorous political force entered the arena 
there would be an immediate reaponse 
from many of these people. The com- 
pelling urgency of the times in which we 
live make it imperative that members and 
supporters of the CNP and the Com- 
mittee of 100 und other peace orgamisa- 
tions should take steps now to convene 
a special meeting for initial talks on the 
possibility of founding a new political 
party, A great responsibility reste on all 
of us who are dissatisfied with the exist- 
ing political set-up to seek a common 
basis for futuro political action. 

ww 

Vhe situation is ripe for the emergence of 
a new party; the electorate is confused, 
disitlusianed and cynical with regard to 
politics. Haw often do we hear people 
say, “ft doesn’t matter who you vote for, 
they're all the same.” Our job iy ta give 
the people an opportunity af vating for 
a party which is different. We cannet 
afford, under any circumstances, to let 
this chance slip by. We have the oppor 
nity now to re-invigarate political life 
in Britain, 

| have said enoygh in this articla to indicate 
why J could ne longer remain a prospec 
tive candidate or a member of the Labour 
Party, Yhore are thousands of hard- 
working rank and tile members of the 
Partly who no langer have anything in 
common with the Parlianientary Labour 
Party. this is proved by the Constituency 
Labour Parties’ vate for the National 
Executive Committee and the Parlla- 
mentary voto for the shadow cabinet, 
The leadership in Parliament is new the 
choice of the rank and file in the con- 
stituencics, 

Electorally, the Party is making na head- 
way, Although the Tory Government is 
beset with difficullics, they still anticipate 
with confidence a future victory a: the 
polls. This is surely a roficetion an the 
weakness of the opposition in Padiament, 
We are nearing the end of a disastrous 
decade in the history of ihe Labour Party. 
Mr. Gajtskell and his supporters nist 
bear a heavy responsibility for the Party’s 
failure to seguin power. Rutakellism 
Was ruimpant during many of those years. 
The peaple were not presented with » 
socialist alternative ts Tary policies-~they 
were not presented with a constructive 
peace policy as an alternative ja the Cold 
War, 

The sitnation has not radivally altured o- 
day. Our task is to ensure that the aitie- 
tion iv altered and that by our effons wa 
ance again provide the Dritith people 
with w real chaice of alternatives in the 
political struggles which lie ahead 
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More marginal pits in’ Scotland are 

threatened with cloing down. Pat 
Arrowsmith, former field secretary 
of the Direct) Action Committee 
Against Nuclear War, hay been talk- 
ing to Lawrence Daly and a number 
of Scottish miners on the spot about 
their response to this announcement, 
Lawrence Daly, of Balingry, is a 
County Councillor, former president 
of the Scottish TUC’s Youth Advi- 
sory Council, and National Union 
of Mineworkers branch delegate. He 
iy also ao member of the New Left 
Review editorial board. 
N a snowy afternoon recently f was 
sitting opposite Liwrence Daly, 
secretary of Fife Socialist League, 
in front of a glowing coal fire. “Tf 
suppose,” 1 said, “you use coal 
rather than electricity in order to 
help keep the pits open?” “Not a 
a bit of it,” he replied, “TIT would 
much rather use electricity. And | 
hope the pits close.” On the face of 
it this scemed a surprising response 
from a miner whose livelihood is at 
present in jeopardy. So for the next 
couple of days 1 did my best to 
understand Daly's point of view and 
io find out how far it is shared by 
his fellow miners. 

Luwrence Daly, a broad-shouldered man of 
37, who likes cycling und swimming, is a 
rare person too rare: a mun with wide 
interests and the courage of hig convic~_ 
tians, who refuses to prostitute principles 
to chances of personal advancement. 
Politics are his main concern; but f dis- 
covered down at the miners’ club that 
night that he is also an agile folk-singer. 
And next morning T was interested to see 
his eight-year-old son absorbed in a book 
of Picasso’s paintings. 

Daly joined the Communist Party when he 
was 15. Perhaps he might today have a 
high position ia the Communist-dominated 
Scotlish National Union of | Mine- 
workers had he not decided to quit 
the Party in 1956 because he could no 
longer tolerate its  the-leader-is-always- 
tight" attitude, He would rejoin the 
Party only if it were to change so funda- 
mentally that it became almost the same 
ag the Fife Socialist League, which he 
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Pit closures threaten 


himself started. Although a believer in 
Scottish Home Rule, he does not belong 
to any of the Scottish Nationalist organ- 
isations, fle stood for Parliament in 1959 
and beat the Communist candidate. Uni- 
lateral nuclear disarmament was the main 
plink in his platform, and his election 
agent was Will Warren, former field 
organiser of the Direct Action Committce 
Against Nuclear War. 

Since 1958 SI Scottish pits have been closed. 
Three more will be shut down this year 
and 17 are scheduled for closure next 
year. Nine of these are in fact exhausted, 
but the rest are deseribed as " uneco- 
nomic,” and it is their fate which is caus- 
ing much controversy. 

Clearly there is no simple answer to why 
or whether these collieries are no longer 
viable, Both Daly and other miners { 
met thought that “inefliciency and bad 
planning” were responsible for their 
decline, This inefficiency seems to have 
had many facets. Vhere has been much 
sheer technical ineptitude. Vor instance, 
the Glen Rothes pit (the most modern in 
Britsin) was sunk in the wrang place, the 
amount of coal in the surface seams 
having been misjudged, So its output is 
now below par, and its 400 miners will be 
out of work by Vebruary. The Glen 
Ochil pit, which cost £2,500,000 to sink, 
is to be closed for similar reasons. ‘The 
initial boring of a number of the older 
collieries was badly done and water-filled 
seains disregarded. Most of the pit dele- 
gates Daly hag met from threatened cal- 
licries in other parts of Scotland believe 
that technical inefficiency is largely to 
blume for the present situation, and that 
the closures could be avoided if other 
machinery were introduced into the mines. 


ADMINISTRATION 


Closely linked to technical inefficiency is 
clumsy administration, During the past 
three or four years costs, in Daly’s 
opinion, baye gone up unnecessarily. 
Redundant posts have been created. 
There are “big coul inspectors” in pits 
where crushed or powdered coal is pra- 
daced, A superfluous number of inspec- 
tors and assistant ollicers are apt to be 
employed; and in some cases the wrong 
sort of machinery hag been installed~-for 
Instance, power-loading machines suitable 
for the flat English seams, but not for the 
steep shallow seams characteristic of Scot- 


land. These abuses could be corrected 
to some extent, Daly thinks, if there were 
greater administrative decentralisation in 
the mining industry--but “ decentralisa- 
tion” is unfortunately a dirty word to the 
NUM. 


There may also be a more sinister aspect 


of the problem. Dily told me that the 
initial phases of sinking the Glen Rothes 
pit were undertaken by the Vife Coal 
Company just before nationalisation. It 
is generally thought that the company 
knew quite well they were boring in a 
bad sspot, but were unconcerned becatse 
they knew that under nationalisation they 
would receive considerable compensation 
for unrealised profits from the mine. 


VESTED INTERESTS 


The word “sabotage ” cropped up in one 


_ 


or lwo conversations I had with men who 
pointed out that many National Coal 
Board — officials formerly worked — for 
private companies and were only too glad 
for nationalisaion to be shown up as 
ineflicient. Again some said that unduly 
high production costs might be due to 
the personal vested interests of individual 
NCB officials, ‘They are out to line 
their own pockets” was the verdici of 
one miner, who believed that extravagant 
prices were often paid for mining equip- 
ment to firms in which National Coal 
Board officials had shares, Daly thought 
that greater adininisirative decentratisa- 
tion would have enabled closer scrutiny 
of the running of individual pits, and so 
helped to prevent abuses of this sort. 


asked Daly and another of the miners I 
met whether they would approve of 
greater mechanisalion of the pits if this 
were likely to raise output. I wanted to 
find owt whether on principle they rigidly 
opposed any form of automation liable 
to throw men out of work. The latter 
said he was “all for mechanisation.” 
Daly was not in general opposed to auto- 
mation provided adequate provision were 
imade for men thrown out of jobs. But 
he did not think the Government was 
likely, in view of its current anti-infla- 
honary policy, to undertake capital in- 
vestment in the mines=-in fact, the very 
opposite had been the policy of the last 
few years. In any case he did not con- 
sider this a very pertinent question with 
regard to the present situation in the 


Miners don't like mining, Pat 
Arrowsmith was told, and she con- 
firmed this in many conversations 
with Scottish miners. Most of them, 
she writes, would be “ only too glad 
to have decent, clean jebs above 
ground,” Proto > RoGER MAYNE 


Scottish coalfield. fle would favour some 
technical improvement of those pits which 
for the time being shoukl be kept open 
while there remains some demand for 
Scottish coal; but the real question, he 
said, is whether there is any point in 
trying to keep the pits open. 

From the end of the war until 1957 miners 
were urgcd to “get coal at any price.” 
Unprofitable seams were worked; but 
when after 1957 demand for on started ta 
replace coal the NCB beyan to find it 
uneconomic to work such seams. Vhe pit 
closures began. Since 1957 many collieries 
have been closed, and already there has 
been a major transfer of population trom 
Lanarkshire as miners were thrown out 
of work, to Fife, where they are now 
faced with the same prospect. During the 
last three years 5,000 Pile miners have 
lost {heir jobs. 

The NUM district secretary attributes this 
state of affairs to capitalist self-interest : 
au brings in dividends to shareholders; 
coal is publicly owned. Others think the 
Unglish are to blame. Waly believes there 
is « tendency to treat Scotlind as “an 
expendable unit” and that a Scottish par- 
liament might pay more attention to the 
Scottish economy than an English one, 


COMMON MARKET 

Neither Daly nor the chairman of Vife 
Socialist League thought the coal industry 
would be helped by Britain entering the 
Common Market With lowered tariff 
walls cheaper foreign coal is likely to be 
imported and soe further reduce demand 
for British coat. Similar conditions have 
already proved fatal to a number of 
Belgian mines,  Purthermore, in Daly's 
opinion, Gritish industry us a whole is 
likely to be hitecand thus reduce its 
demand for fuel—by entry into the 
Common Market. 

Daly is realistic about the future of the 
coal industry : it will be dead in 15 or 20 
years’ time because oil und atomic energy 
are sute to oust coal from the market. 
So there are only marginal reasons for 


n again 


continuing any coal production. Both he 
and another miner |} met thought there 
was some future in using the chenical by- 
products from coal, and that therefore 
more plants for this purpose should be 
constructed. And power stations, Daly 
pointed out, can he run as elliciently on 
coal as oil, so the present tendency to use 
on should be stopped. But he is con- 
vineed the only real long-term solution to 
the problem is to close the pits and bring 
alternative industry into the area, and is 
even toying with the idea of direct action 
to achieve this, if other methods fail. 

But this is not NUM policy. I attended a 
public meeting tn the small mining town 


By Pat 


Arrowsmith 


who last Saturday went back to 

prison for two months for her part 

in nation-wide civil disobedience 
against nuclear policy. 


of Bowhill, whose local colliery is threat- 
ened. ‘The NUM district secretary was the 
main speaker, and the gist of his remarks 
was: fight against the closures. Ile did 
not hint that alternative industry might be 
desirable, nor did he advocate any posi- 
live line of action for the doomed mincrs 
of Bowhill, When strike action was sug- 
gested from the floor he firmly repudiated 


the idea on the grounds that NUM 
officials could not sanction it and there- 
fore jit would “ split) the movement.’ 


Perhaps the miners do not have much 
faith in their union's ability to keep the 
pits open. 


UNION POLICY 


Considering the importance of the issue it 
was a poorly attended meeting; only 
about 150 out of a town full of miners 
about to go on the dole bothered to 
attend, When 1 asked one or two men 
why they thought their union’s policy was 
sO negative, they pointed out that NUM 
officials might themselves lose their jobs 
if other industry were brought into the 
area and other trade unions consequently 
ousted the NUM. 

The NUM itself is divided over what should 
be done. ‘The Scottish miners demand a 
public enquiry into the working of the 
industry on the grounds that this could 
correet current abuses and so increase 
output and enable the pits to pay their 
way. In Scotland no one seriously is- 
putes this proposal, which is backed by 
the Scottish TUC, the Scottish Labour 
Party, a number of Churches and several 
local authorities~ including one or two 
Conservative councils, ODualy — himselt 
favours such an enquiry—though he re- 
fuses to overrate its potential value. 
Nationally, however, thanks to Sam 
Watson and his hkeminded colleagues, the 
NUM rejected the idea of a public en- 
quiry by 13 votes to 10, recommending 
instead piecemeal investigations via the 
consultative machinery at separate pils. 
The Scottish NUM objects to this because 
such investigations would be “ conducted 
behind closed doors,” and in any cuse 
have never in the past achieved useful 
results. 

Daly's proposed solution falls into two 
parts, the first broadly speaking social, the 
second more specifically economic, While 
he docs not think the pits can remiuin 
open indefinitely, he emphatically dis- 
approves of men being laid off without 
adequate campensation~ as happened 
when the Lanarkshire collieries closed 
down, Nor is he in favour of uprooting 
people from the area und encouraging 
them to move Sonth to jobs in the Mid- 
lands; for apart from the sheer human 
dislocation this would involve, it would 
also increase the déleteroug spread of 
urban conurbations, The aim should be 
(o prevent local industrial decay 

At present the Welfare State seems to be 
treating redundant miners very brusquely. 
They are frequently ordered to teansfer 


to distant pits. This means additional 
travelling expenses, and ag likely as not 
a less well paid job than before. If they 
decide to move house the NCB under- 
takes to help them find new homes and 
will underwrite £20 of the removal costs. 
But this is small compensation if ulti- 
mately they have to pay a higher rent 
than before. And if any unemployed 
miner refuses to be directed to a distant 


colliery his unemployment benefit — is 
docked for six weeks as a punishment 
und he must choose between National 


Assistance and starvation. 


RUNNING AT LOSS 


Daly believes that some pits which are not 
too uneconomic should be kept open, even 
if running at a slight loss. Where re- 
dundancy is unavoidable men should be 
paid the equivalent of their basic wage 
until suitable alternative work is found 
for them. (At present redundancy pay 
amounts to two-thirds of the minimum 
wage for a period of 26 weeks.) If a man 
has to transfer to a job miles away he 
should receive adequate compensation; 
and if he gets # less remunerative jab in 
another pit the NCB should pay him the 
differential until he is earning the same 
wage as before. Re-training centres 
should be established for the benefit of 
those obliged to quit mining, 

So far the campaign in the area~-which has 
consisted mainly of public meetings and 
passing resolutions—has focussed on the 
demand for a public enquiry into the run- 
ning of the coal industry and on keeping 
the pits open at any price. But in Daly’s 
opinion its target should be getting other 
industry into the area to absorb redundant 
Miners as gradually more and more col- 
lieries close down. Local authorities and 
Co-ops. might set up factories in the area, 
und efforts should be made to persuade 
them to do so. Ele himself has already 
made some tentative enquiries in this 
direction, and intends to do all he can 
through the County Council of which he 
is & member. 

But getting alternative industry into the area 
may not prove easy, During the early 
years of the coal glut a campaign was 
waged to diversify local industry, It was 
only superficially successful. It led to the 
passing of the Local Employment Act: 
but although three new factories are at 
present being built in W. Fife, four have 
just closed down; and while 100 new jobs 
were created here last year, 670 vanished 
in the same period, 
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Scottish miners discussing with Pat Arrowsmith at Lochore the latest 
threats to close more pits. On the far right is County Councillor Lawrence 
Daly, who stood for Parliumeut in 1959 and started the Fite Socialist 


Laupue. 


1 was given a variety of reasons why it is 
difficult to get new industries into the 
urea. Daly does not think it would be 
hard to re-train miners tor engineering 
jobs, but this view was not shared by 
everyone | met. As one man pointed out, 
ito may not be diflicult to turn a young 
miner into a skilled engineer, but it would 
be a different story with a man of 50. One 
or two people suggested that industrialists 
may hesitate to build factories in the arca 
knowing they would be stalled by mil- 
tant, Left-wing ex-miners. But the main 
difliculty, in Daly’s opinion, is geographic: 
factories built in Fife would be remote 
from their markets in the main centres of 
population, hence would have high trans- 
port costs, ‘This, he thinks, is why nothing 
substantial was achieved in the area by 
the passing of the Local Employment Act. 

The chairman of Fife Socialist League was 
more optnistc than Daly. “ Let the pits 
close,” he said emphatically, “‘Vhere are 
good port and dock facilities in the area, 
and water and electricity easily accessible.” 
lie pointed out that new industries were 
set up in Paisley and Bathgate when the 
mines there closed. He too, however, 
admitted that high transport costs might 
be a discouraging factor. 

Although private firms cannot be directly 
forced to build factories in Fife, Daly 
thinks the Government should encourage 
them to with financial inducements. 
Further, it might indirectly compel them 
to do so by stringently implementing the 


Poor: Hekoent PEINptay 


Distribution of Industry Act and refusing 
planning permission to baild elsewhere. 
The whole situation could be coped with 
so much more etfeetively, he said, under 
a sucialist econamy. A soggested solution 
by someone else was for the coal industry 
w be kept going by means of subsidies 
fiom other nationalised industries,  An- 
other said the Government should entice 
new industries into the area with the bait 
of tax and tates reductions; yet another 
that the Government should" compel 
(lian to came it.” 


Round at the nuners’ club that evening | 


was told that two men in the room were 
sullering from oa coal dust disease and 
another had lost an eye in a pit disaster, 
“Miners don't uke mining,” Daly told 
meeand this was canlirmed by eight: or 
Moe conversittions | had. Only one miner 
I met seemed keen to keep the pits open. 
The others said they would be only too 
glad to have decent, clean jobs above 
ground, “If the Government doesn’t put 
up new factories in Fife,” one young 
miner said trenchantly, “we shall be out 
with our gang.” 


The current situation in the Scottish coal 


industry illostvates many of aur ecanontic 
and social problems, and poses oruclail 
questions with far-reaching implications. 
If we can find satisfactory answers jy 
relation to this industry, we should at 
the same time have learnt something 
about the whole of our economic and 
social structure. 
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Architects of managerialism 


A Story of Fabian Socialism, by 


Margaret Cole (Heinemann, 30s.) 


* 


MRS. MARGARET COLE calls her 
Fabian history a story of Fabian 
socialism, and insists that the Fabian 
outlook was something apart fron the 
Society, because, for instance, the 
Fabian outlook did not fade out dur- 
ing the period of the Society’s decline 
in the 1920s. Ht is nevertheless as a 
history of the Society that it should 
be regarded, and us such it has a high 
interest and value. When it ventures 
beyond the operations of the Society 
und the Fabian reactions to events it 
has a much more doubtful value, and 
its shortcomings are often apparent. 

It may possibly have become less so to- 
day, but in its inception and throughout the 
greater part of its history the Fabian Society 
has been essentially a middle-class organisa- 
tion. 1 provided a means by which middle- 
class people could declare themselves poli- 
tically in favour of improvement in the 
conditions of the workers. For many of 
those who joined it membership was a kind 
of status symbol. 

There was an ovcasional working-class 
member, Ry their fellows they were 1e- 
garded as curiosities, a kind of white black- 
bird. Mrs. Cole herself records, with un 
resenting acceptance, that as late as 1942 a 
Labour agent in a constituency where a 
local Fabian Saciety was to be established 
welcomed it because he had come to the 
conclusion that “it would be a good thing 


fur a Labour Party to have a snob section 
Eee 

A patronising desire to arrange things for 
the good of the workers, accompanied by 
the conviction that it would mevitahly be 
Necessary to arrange their conditions of 
work also, has been the dominating charac: 
teristic of the Fabian outlook. ‘This has 
made tt a natural advocate of the ideas 
necessary for the developmeny of the mana- 
gerial revolution through which we have 
been living, the change over trom control 
by capital to control by the more powerful 
technocrats, the arrangers and co-ordinators 
who ditect the increasingly centralised in- 
dustrial struchire, 

The uncritical admiration that the Webbs 
developed for Russian Communism during 
the Stalin period, and the approval of the 
Mussoliui regime expressed by Shaw, can 
rightly be tepgarded as personal aberrations 
with which the sociely of which they were 
such inilaential members should nat be 
associated, Chey were nevertheless the kind 
of aberrations that were merely extreme dis- 
tortions of the assumptions that have been 
consistent in’ Fabian thinking: that the 
veneral run of imankind are not to be 
uusted with power over their own lives; 
they require an élite io direct them, of 
whom Pabians ara to he regarded as pro- 
tolypes,  Pabjanism must be credited with 
providing a good deal of the influence that 
has brought about the welfare state; it must 
alsa have laid at its dear a constderable 
stice of the responsibility for the emptying 
af our institutions of rauch of the reality of 
democracy, 

Recause Mrs. 


Cole has decided in her 


book to treat the movements wilh which 
sho and G, OD. HE Cole wore associated ag 
part and parcel of Vabianiam, it seems to 
ne that she falsifies the signilicance of the 
Canld Socialisy Movement of the years of 
the fist wodd war and the early 1920s. 
She troais this as if it weee qjainfy an in- 
ternal dispule among Pabians. 
that some leading Guild Socialists had been 
Fabians and that Gi. 1D. it. Cote had had 
brief contacts with 
Most Ginild Socialists, however, and others 
who were working for industrial democracy, 
were expressing a set of ideas which ware 
iN basic antagenisnr to the Fabiana outlonk, 
Following the great depression of the later 
fY20; the abiaa view became duminanr in 
the Labour Party, and the asaneiatian of 
sone wha had beea. Guild Socialisis with 
the Fabian Suaciety iy its later years of 
efflorescence was actially an avoxptance af 
defuat. 


hh is true 


the Pabian Soctety, 


Moving ontside the sphere of Fabian 


otganisation, Mys, Cole has evidently taken 
4 very poor view af the activities of the 
Independent Labour Party. 
the considerations that Jed up to its dis 
affiliatian fram the Labour Party really ealt 
for 
coniments thar 
into Guirtelling with the Labour Panty, that 
Janes Maxton led it rapidly inte the wilder 
Tess, and that its action provoked Geotge 
Lansbury’s indignation, 


All the sante, 


moro cesponsible treatment than the 


ity MPs wore giancaverd 


Nevertheless, if ong is careful to regard 


it simply as a history of the Fabian Society, 
Nirs, Cole’s book is valuable and interest. 
ing, and trequently very entertaining. 


J, ALLEN SKINNER 
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TPHE reports of the Committee of 100 
demonstrations make explicitly or 
implicity much of the comment 
necessary on December 9. 

‘They show up much that was of value: the 
decentralisation which in the future may 
enable the movement to continue cven 
with the london Committee in jail; the 
local co-operation with CN) and the 
strengthening effects of supporting demon- 
strations on the actual civil disobedience; 
and the potentialities for using these 
demonstrations as a basis for really seri- 
ous argument of the unilateralist case. 

‘The Brize Norton demonstration shows the 
value of really thorough advance plan- 
ving and the importance of the quality of 
the action as well as the quantity of the 
demonstrators, In spite of the premature 
arrest of the marshals at Brize Norton 
the action went ahead without any appa- 
rent breakdown of organisation. Ruislip, 
however, appears to have been chaotic; 
and at Wethersfield the putting up of the 
fences and the last-minute withdrawal of 
the coaches, both extremely foresecable 
actions by the authorities, resulted in 
confusion about tactics, lack of facilities 
for briefing demonstrators, and a break- 
down of communications on the spot. 

The reactions of the authorities have been 


R i li 
From Geof Bevan 
PPSHE police were as thick on the 
ground as the demonstrators. The 


only sign of order or organisation was 
the policemen standing regularly at ten 


yard intervals along the pavement 
from the station down the road 
towards the base. : 

It was 1.30 on a grey, wet afternoon 


when I arrived at South Ruislip Under- 
ground Station, There did not appear to be 
any marshals present, and there were vague 
rumours of carlier arrests. + 

Then at 2.15, with no warning, no visible 
order or signal, a group of demonstrators 
who had formed up behind the main Com- 
mittee of 100 banner spontancously surged 
forward, ‘The police, taken by surprise, 
tushed to group round the marchers, other 
demonstrators “ fell-in,” and the march had 
begun, 

A conservative estimate put the number 
of police at 2,000 and the demonstrators at 
about the same number, But again no one 
knew, or at least, no one was saying 

Ten minutes later, as the marchers 
approached the main eutrance to the hase, 
they were faced by a solid wall ot palice- 
men grouped in a square facing outwards 
from the main gate and stretching across 
the small service road to the main road. 
Whe potice with the marchers halted the 
cohimn and formed a barrier across. the 
road. ‘The sit-down began, and very quickly 
the main read past the base was completely 
blocked—as much with cordons of police as 
demonstrators, ‘ 

By 2.45 the police were making some 
haphazard and quite unsystematic attempts 
at carrying demonstrators off the road. Five 
or six groups of some fifty to a hundred 
demonstrators cach were silting in the road, 
each surrounded by a cordon of police. 
‘There was a litle unnecessarily harsh thraw- 
ing and pushing, and even some atiempts 
simply to rearrange the shape of a squat- 
ung group, i.e, by heaping demonstrators 
on top of each other, 

There was little or no violence from the 
demonstrators, but there was a certain 
amount of booing and shouting, and even 
attempts at running and dodging police 
which resulted in “minor scuffles.” 

At 2.50 lorries and coaches began back- 
ing up to the sitters and “loading” com- 
menced, Queensmead Secondary Modern 
School, immediately opposite the USAP 
headquarters, had been taken over as a 
temporary police station, — At the schoal 
demonstrators were officially charged and 
then driven to one of the five magistrates’ 
courts specially arranged for hearmeg the 
cases, 

One frightening aspect of the demonstra- 
tion was the lack of human response by the 
police, I atlempted repeatedly to talk with 
them on the problem of war and the H- 
bomb and their atlitude to this sort of 
demonstration. [ was met with embarrassed 
silence, rude retorts, or ‘move along !" 

The sitters to whom I spoke about this 
secmed to feel there was lithe point in 
attempting to talk with the police, Haow- 
ever, after arrest some lively discussions 
developed in which some of the policemen 
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varied. ‘Tricking the marshals into being 
arrested before the demonstration at Brize 
Norton was not only underhand but dan- 
gerous. If the police are really concerned 
to maintain order they should nol arrest 
in advance the marshals who have chiel 
responsibility for maintaining — non- 
violence on the part of the demonstrators, 
If they do it suggests that the police 
would welcome non-violence turning into 
violence. Nor is there any excuse for the 
police resorting fo even sporadic violence 
at Wethersficld. After all they were in 
a large majority and not under the kind 
of pressures operative on September 17. 
The excessive benignity of the police in 
Cardifl, Manchester and York, however, 
is also undesirable from the Committee's 
point of view. Patronising kindness blurs 
any sense of confrontation and assists the 
authorities to dismiss the whole thing. 
The merit of the Wethersfield demonstra- 
tion is that in spite of its last-minute 
failure it did create the conditions for a 


joined, asking intelligent’ and interested 
questions. ; 

By 4 pm. the main groups of sitters had 
been cleared. Some estimates of the num- 
bers arrested were as high as 600. ‘There 
was a sinall number who had managed to 
block a side gate still sitting there behind a 
cordon of police, and a Jarge milling group 
of booing, hissing supporters further along 
the road, some of whom were being loaded 
info a coach. Vhere was utter confusion 
here, with Jeailets being thrown in the air, 
somebody letting off fireworks in the crowd, 
and many just shouting and milling around. 
They were gradually dispersed as 1 left at 
about 4.10 p.m. 

At the Uxbridge Magistrates’ Court three 
spevial courts were in session. 

I was disappointed to see not only every- 
one enter the court rooms freely and will- 
ingly, but the demonstrators also filing 
smartly out of their coaches into the build- 
ing. One police constable, in giving 
evidence, said that everyone had been “ very 
co-operitive.” Why ? 

| was similarly disturbed at the number 
of people who paid the £2 fine and one 
guinea costs which was in all cases imposed. 
Not even the courageous two who refused 
to be bound over (Alfred Unstead and 
Richard Porter) and were sentenced to two 
months’ imprisonment as a result refused 
to pay their fines. ‘This particular demon- 
stration inust have Jined the Government's 
pocket fo the tune of sare £1,500, 

Surely what is needed is at least a “ hard 
core” who have pledged in advance to re- 
fuse fines, bail and binding over, Tf non- 
violent civil disobedience is the way for- 
ward things have got to get a lot tougher 


’ Bristol 


From Tony Crofts 

AT jirst it looked as if the demonstration 
+ at Bristol organised by the West Com- 
mitice of 100 would be badly under 
strength. However, once the 300 marchers 
were out on the street they rapidly swelled 
to over twice the original numbers, Police 
guided it at a slow pace through the con- 
gested main shopping arca to the City 
Centre, where it was met by a group of a 
dozen students who kept up a barrage of 
heckling for the first half-hour, 

Phe City Centre is under the authority of 
the Planning and Public Works Committee, 
who have the power to forbid meetings 
there. They had simply refused their sane- 
tion for an assembly, and strongly recon 
mended the Committee of 100 to divert 
the demonstration to less central points. 

The palice had indicated they did not 
contemplate any action against the demon- 
stration, and in view of this ard the fuct 
that the number of pledged sitters in the 
crowd of around 1,000 was uncertain, if was 
decided 10 hold a stand-up meeting. 

Dr. Sampson, speaking for the Com- 
mittee, said at one point: “This was 
planned as a civil disobedience demonstra- 
tion: it isn’t our fault if the police are 
cither seeretly on our side ar have such a 
feeling of guilt that they refuse to enfarce 
the bye-laws.” 

Vhree speakers from the crowd took ad- 
vantage of an offer to argue against Com- 
mitfee speakers, and there were stil at Icast 
600 people on the Centre when the meeting 
dispersed af 6.0 p.rn. 


real confrontation; the putting up of 
fences, massing of troops, and use of the 
Otheial Scerets Act exposed the degree to 
which the Government has to impose 
fluclear bases on some of its people, and 
expused the myth of democratic consent 
to nuclear policies, Mr, Amery’s claim 
of ‘victory ” was in effect a cry of relief, 

‘he tactical miscalculations at Wetherstield 
and about the number of demonstrators 
are not a disaster, In fact, if they make 
the Committees think seriously about its 
real aims they may be a blessing in dis- 
guise, At present the National Committee 
embarrasses even its closest supporters by 
some of the assumptions on which it 
seems {O Operate : excessive emphasis on 
harassing the authorities as though that 
Were a major aim rather than a by-pro- 
duct of civil disobedience, its reliance on 
numbers increasing in almost geometric 
Progression, and its tendency to make 
unjustified claims. 

It would have been infinitely more effective 
oon December Y instead of descending 
to Mr. Amery’s level and claiming victory, 
thas treating a serious demonstration for 
human survival as a kind of rugger match 
with the police, the Committee had can- 
didly admitted that on its own terms the 
demonstrations had failed, ut had pone 
on to point out the real issues involved, 
(Bertrand Russell’s statement later clarified 
some of these issues very effectively) 
Very few public figures have the courage 
or humility or honesty to confess their 
mistakes, The Committee of 100, haw- 
evet, has rather different standards af 


Wethersfield _ 


From a correspondent 


FRHE 600 sitets who showed up at 
Wetherstield despite cancetlation of 
hired coaches fron. London and 
Cambridge, and despite Government 
threats to invoke stiff penalties under 
the Official Seerets Act, were less 
than half the 1,500 participants the 
Committee had regarded as a desir- 
able minimum. Two hundred sat at 
the main camp entrance (the West 
Gate) and 400 at the East Cate, 
fhe march from Wetherstield Village to 
the West Gate was immediately flanked 
for its full length by a cordon of police 
which restneted it to the left side of the 
roadway for the one-mile march, When 
the demonstrators were halted by police 
at the main camp entrance, the cordon 
prevented sitters from: occupying the full 
with of the road, Police restricted then 
to the Teft half, enforcing a “ centre-line ” 
rule. 

Committee marshals asked sillers to occupy 
the width of the road whenever gaps 
appeared in the police line. Police then 
picked up such sitters and tossed) them 
on top of their mates. ‘This activity was 
sporadic und was the occasion for such 
police violence as occurred, Sittera in 
some segments did not attempt ta spread 
out when police gaps appeared, 

Needless police violence seemed to came 
fram oa few small groups, usually in the 
absence of superior officers, During the 
last half hour, a number of police near 
the head of the column were engaged in 
friendly conversation with the sitters, 


A very few demonstrators, tried beyond 
palience, responded to police pravaca- 
tion with rudeness or complaints, 

Police discouraged both Randalph Churchill 
and a small group of Empire Loyalists 
from “ inciting ” demonstrators, 

Arrests began at abont 3.40, SO minutes 
after sitting began, and continued erra- 
tically all day. In all, 73 were arrested, 
about 50 from the West Gate and the 
others from the Past Gate. Arresis were 
random and selective, According ta Tée 
Times, Deputy Chief Constable J. Cc. 
Nightingale said ihe poliey was to keen 
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political behaviour. 
the main object of the Committee should 
be to win popular support in this country 
and abroad, “Phe significance of support- 
ing actions in other countries, especially 
in Germany, can scarcely be stressed 
chough, What we do will have an impact 
on other movements, 
we believe in the need for mass non- 
violent action to curb governments from 
launching war, then we have to win over 
the people who will go on strike, who 
will refuse to make nuclear weapons of 
to man bases, and will sit down wath us. 
owe want to affect the Government the 
best way to do sa is by the strength of 
public opinion, lf we want & gemine 
policy of disatrnament to be jinplemented 
thea at is idiotic to expect this with- 
out the support and consent of mest 
people tt this country. 
lop politicians and advertisers may hope ta 
manipulate an apathetic mass, bat we 
are fighting against the manipulators, and 
the whole basis of belief in non-violent 


tr 


= 


action rests on ordinary men and 
women, For all these masons a policy 
which aims at a succession of mass 


demonstrations ending in a kind af non- 
violent coup d'état jast wan't da. 

The Commitice needs to develop kinds of 
action which will clarify and dramatise 
the issues involved in nuclear war pre- 
parations and which will get across to 
peaple in this country and oversess. In 
the Freedom Rides, the bus boycotts and 
the sit-ins the civil rights struggle in the 
USA has found forms of non-violent 
action which dramatise the injustice they 
are fighting, arc directly effective, and 
have won world-wide sympathy. We need 
to find similarly appropriate actions, and 
a similar spirit of persistence and gon 
violence, 


access to the base open, and " to indicate 

that we will not tolerate open, 
deliberate, premeditated breaches af the 
Jaw,” 

The 300 sitters at the Fast Ciate encoun- 
tered 80 flauking police cordan, and thas 
anaged to sit right across the road. 
Two ambulances were — voluntarily 
allowed through as were other ambu- 
lances at the West Gate, No other 
vehicles altempted passage. 


Triats of those arrested took place at a 
temporary court hotse set up ins the 
Margaret Tabor School, Draintres, Most 
charges were for wilful obstruction for 
which the penalty was a fing up to £3, or 
21 days in jail, Demonstraters were asked 
to accept binding over for 12 months, 
About 30 of them refused this and 
were given two manths to run concur 
rently with the 21 days, 


Committee leaders arrested included Pat 


ON NEXT PAGKH 


Future? 


“Tf anything can give the nuclear 
nations a jolt, this short book might 
pechups do aw" ——Arneld Toynbee, 
The Observer, “ packed with keen 
inteHeetual logic “— Richard Goald- 
Adams, Swaday Tinies. 10s. 6a. 
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A helicopter accompanies marchers to Brize Norton as they approach the base. 


Brize Norton 


there was alrcady a Jarge number of people 


From Adam Roberts 


PRRIZE NORTON Air Base is one 

of the biggest and most important 
US bases in this country, and is an 
ugly scar on the beautiful Cotswold 
country in which it is situaled. A 
notice over the main gate says in 
ageressively large lettering, “ PEACE 
IS OUR PROFESSION.” 


2 planes, and the RB47 which was shot 
down near the Russian border, flew from 
Prize Norton, ‘Phe Oxford Committee of 
100 held its first, though probably not its 
last, demonstration there last Saturday. 


Brize is better defended than Wethers- 
field, and the Oxford Committee of 100’: 
intention had always been to enter the base 
only through the main gate, and, if entry 
was refused, to black it. Vhe Comrnaittee 
had asked for 500 people to take part in the 
sit-down and supporting march. Both these 
plans were more modest than those of the 
national Committee of 100 at Wethersfield, 
and these modest demands were fully met. 
‘The main gate was blocked for three hours 
by 300 people sitting down, supported by 
§00-odd marchers. 

The Committee gave out 30,000 leaflets 
and held a number of open-air meetings in 
Oxford, Cowley and Witney before the 
demonstration, [In Oxford and Cowley the 
meetings were well attended and the audi- 
enees were always willing to listen. In 
Witney, however, there was a conspicuous 


lack of interest, perhaps because Brize is 
so uncomfortably close. The young people 
in Witney seerned very Americanised. 


Relations with the police were very good. 
This was targely the work of Will Warren, 
one of the chief organisers of the demon- 
stration, who had gone to endless trouble to 
mike it clear that ours was not a campaign 
against the police, but against the H-bomb. 


Co-operation with the police was not allo- 
gether reciprocated. Permission to use a 
loudspeaker on Witney Green was arbitra- 
rily withdrawn just before a meeting, and 
on the 9th the marshals were arrested be- 
fore the march set off for Brize Norton by 
a trick. ‘The chief constable at) Witucy 
asked ta see the marshals on the assurance 
thar he only wanted to learn their plans. 
Then a police cordon suddenly appeared 
and 16 marshals, some of whom were only 
supporting march marshals and did not in- 
tend to break the law, were arrested. The 
two girls who were marshals were later 
released, AT! the marshals had finger prints 
taken except Will Warren, who refused, and 
who suffered no extra penalty for his re- 
sistance, 

fhe march set off for Brize on time, the 
sitters without banners first, the supporters 
behind. At Ibrize Norton, waiting for thern, 


Committee of 100 


WELFARE FUND 


Donations to the above fund urgently needed to help 
the families of non-violent demonstrators, many of 
whorn will be in prison over Christmas for conscientious 
action against nuclear weapons. 


Please make cheques and POs payable to “Committee of 100 
(Welfare Fund)", 13 Goodwin Street, London, N_4. | 


S— 


PHOTO? AUSTIN UNDERWOOD 


lining the road, The base bristled with 
RAF men, who were standing round the 
whole perimeter of the base, They looked 
cold, and some had evidently been there all 
night. One RAB man said they had all 
been told that the demonstrators would be 
unkempt dirty beatniks and if they entered 
the base they should not be handled but 
kicked, ‘This story was independently con- 
firmed by another reporter. 


There were also, of course, a Jarge 
number of pressmen waiting for something 
exciting to happen, ‘The atmosphere of 
tenseness and violence was accentuated by 
a giant twin rotor helicopter which swooped 
over the march and sit-down. 


The marchers arrived at the main gate of 
USAF Brize Norton at about 3.45 pm. and 
demanded admission in order to reclaim 
the land for useful purposes, “heir demand 
was refused, and they sat down and blocked 
the entrance. ‘Phere was no pushing and no 
angry ripostes to the pro-Bomb demon- 
strators Who were much in evidence, ‘These 
latter were so obviously unruly and idiotic 
that they went unmentioned in the press. 


the supporting marchers had left behind 
contingents at the subsidiary entrances to 
Brize, but the main body of them came 
round the side of the sitters and held their 
banners up for the whole three hours. 
Among the bystanders, those who had 
originally been derisory about the demon- 
strators were to some extent silenced by the 
dignity of the demonstrators and the fact 
that the entrance to Brize was being suc- 
cessfully blocked, 

The demonstrators stayed there in the 
cold and dark, singing spasmodically, until 
the planned departura time of 6.30 p.m, 
When all lett except for five people who 
felt their protest was not over. 

The five who remained behind were 
arrested and, unlike those who were arrested 
during the sit-edawn, were tried the same 


Wethersfield 


(Continued ) 
FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 


Arrowsmith, ‘Verry Chandler, Ian Dixon, 
Dr. Jack Mongar and Dennis Gould. 
Ifelen Allegranza, the Committee’s Wel- 


fare Officer, was arrested but later 
released. 

‘The final decision not to attempt walk-ons 
was made just before marchers left Weth- 
ersfield for the two gates. Marshals deci- 
ded that 70 volunteers was too small a 
number to expose to possibly serious 
charges under the Official Secrets Act. 
(The Committee initially regarded a mint- 
mum of 500 as desirable.) An announce- 
ment was made by Joud-hailer, though 


this was not heard by all demonstrators. 


Upon arrival at the West Gate, a few walk- 
on marshals who had been briefed in 
London, and who had not heard the 
Wethersfield announcement, raised anew 
the question of a walk-on, ‘The project 
was abandoned when police bottled up 


the reac of the column, and arrests 
began. 
Problems still exist in) the Committee’s 


methods of taking on-the-spot policy deci- 
sions, and in communicating them to 
demonstrators, Some previously-designated 
walk-on marshals complained they had 
not been consulted either at Braintree 
or at Wethersfield. Others, remembering 
the confusion over separating official 
Committee requests from unollicial sug- 
gestions at the ‘Trafalgar Square demon- 
stration, explained they could not rely 
on word passed to them that wath-ons 
had been called off, 


Security forces included more than 5,000 
RAF personnel specially mobilised on 
the base, 850 civil police, and 74 Air 
Ministry constabulary. Alsatian dogs were 
held in readiness) RAF men reportedly 
were posted every six feet around the 
74-mile base perimeter. No U.S. personnel 
were observed on active duty, 

The USAF announced that the base had 
remained fully operational, However, no 
flights were made because, said an 
American spokesman, of “the weather.” 


The demonstrators marched back from the 
the two gates to Wethersfield at 7 p.m. 
to end the demonstration, A few sitlers 
felt they ought to demonstrate longer in 
solidarity with those arrested, One student 
was reported, in fact, to have remained 
in an all-night vigil. 


Night at Witney Magistrates’ Court. They 
were charged with obstructing the roadway 
and obstructing the police. One who re- 
fused to give his name pleaded “ Not guilty” 
on the grounds that in fact the police were 
obstructing him in the course of his duty. 
fle spoke very quietly from the witness-box 
about the recent UN motion on the use of 
nuclear weapons and claimed that he put 
the UN before his own Government, He 
impressed the whole court by his modesty. 
He, and two others out of the five, opted 
for three weeks’ jail rather than pay a fine. 

One is bound to have criticisms of any 
demonstration, and there are many lessons 
to be learned from Brize Norton, ‘The sup- 
porting marchers did not have enough 
banners to hold at the gates; many oppor- 
tunities of lealleting the villagers and the 
RAE men were missed. A speech should 
have been made at the end of the sit-down 
to explain briefly why it had taken place. 
The banners for the sitters broke. 

I think the whole demonstration suff~ 
ered from the somewhat exaggerated claims 
of the national committee about numbers 
expected and about intentions, so that the 
press could make the demonstration 
appear a failure when in fact it achieved 
its purpose, 

Yet to think about December 9 at Hrize 
is not to think about missed opportunities. 
The base was succesfully blacked for three 
hours, and the police only arrested five of 
the three hundred-odd sitters in this time. 
The USAF men were all confined to quar- 
ters and were not be seen and ne planes 
New from Brize on December 9, 


York 


From A. R. Potter 


AS the first demonstrators were 

arriving in York the authorities 
publicly admitted for the first time that 
un installation is being prepared for 
use in any future nuclear war in the 
Imphal Barracks, the site of the  sit- 
down. 

A joint statement about the work going 
on in the “keep” of the Barracks was 
made by Headquarters Northern Command 
and Regional Headquarters Civil Defence, 
who claimed the keep was not being pre- 
pared as a nuclear operations centre (as 
stated by the Committee of 100) but as a 
“quite normal Civil Defence headquarters,” 
an administrative centre with nobody inside 
“pressing buttons.” But | the Northern 
Command spokesman did admit that the 
building would be strongly fortified. 


Over 1,000 demonstrators in all braved 
the cold and thick fog. Phere were two 
demonstrations, a Yorkshire Committee of 
100 march and three-hour sit-down outside 
the main gates of the barracks, and a march 
by CND through the city centre and past 
the barracks. About 100 marched to the 
barracks in the Committee of 100 procession 
and sat down outside the two main en- 
trances. When the CND march dispersed 
many who had taken part in it joined the 
sitters, making the total who sat down be- 
tween 200 and 250. During the course of 
the day 5,000 Committee of 100 leaflets 
were distributed. 

About 1,000 took part in the CND march 
through the city centre ta the barracks. 

Busy with Christmas shopping, the public 
of York paid scant attention, but some had 
words of encouragement and a few made 
catealls, 

While the COND march was still making 
its way through the city centre, the Con- 
miltee of 100 march set off from the same 
starting point for the one-mile journey to 
the Imphal Barracks, On their arrival out- 
side the Moarish-style keep they wele 
greeted by a silent contingent of 50 police 
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and a far from silent group of counter- 
demonstrators from St. John's College, a 
teacher training establishment in) York 

Just after 3) p.m. the sit-down began. 
Hive burly policemen and a policewoman 
barred the open main gateway but the other 
gate was locked. ‘Phe demonstrators were 
allowed to sit without interference and they 
tightly packed the gateways which were set 
back off the road, ‘Phe ground was maddy 
and showed traces of the recent snow, but 
all had come prepared with newspupers or 
cloths to sit on 

A second police cordon was thrown 
around them as they sat, between therm and 
the footpath. Police twice stopped demon- 
strators outside the exit gale from: erecting 
a banner and ut the same ume put up crush 
barriers to contain the counter-demon- 
strators on the other side of the road. 

A little later the CND procession arrived 
and on dispersal many of the rearchers 
stood outside the barracks in support of the 
suters. 

At 545 p.m. the demonstrators got up, 
stood in silence for (wo minutes in memory 
of the dead and maimed of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki; and then together the CNP 
marchers who had remained throughout the 
sitdown marched S0Q-strong through the 
darkness to the city centre, the front and 
rear of the procession guarded by white- 
coated policemen carrying lamps. 

York organiser Philip Seed writes: 
The demonstrators had scored a major 


victory before the — sit-down even 
started. They succeeded in extracting 
from Northern Command the first 


public admission that anything at all 
was being built at the entrance to the 
barracks. 

The questions remain: Why is a so-called 
Civil Defence HQ kept secret-—until the 
demonstration forces the publication of an 
ollicial staicment 2?) And why is a Civil 
Defence HQ in the middle of a military 
barracks ? 

fhe demoustrators also succeeded in 
bringing construction work on the 
“shelter” temporarily to a standstill. 


Cardiff 


From Alan Lovell 


Y seemed typical that the first thing 
I should read in the newspaper | 
bought when [ arrived in Cardit! was 
that the only remaiming live theatre 
in the city was to close down. 
Irom the 20 years 1 had fived in Car- 
dif! t had always known it as a stutfy, 
complacent and dead city, living like 
a pimp off the Welsh coalfields, 

This impression was contirmed by the 
begianing of the Welsh Committee of 100's 
demonstration there on Saturday. A large 
crowd of people had gathered 10 watch the 
demonstrators assemble outside the central 
railway station. the crowd’s comments an 
the demonstrators were complacently hostile. 
“Principles! “They haven’t get any prin- 
ciples,” said a bus conductor; “they don’t 
even wash or shave,” “ Why don’t they do 
something useful like protesting about road 
accidents ?" said a young man comfortably 
chewing gum, Most of the comments were 
of this kind except for one old lady who, 
in a strong Welsh accent, explained to her 
friends that she thought Britain ought ta 
join With India and countries like that and 
leave those terrible weapons alone. 


* 


Most of the demonstrators were students, 
It was particularly noticeable that, except 
for one or two clergymen, none of the 
people one might have expected to see on 
a Welsh demonstration seemed to be pre- 
sent -no miners, no trade unian groups, no 
openly socialist support, Just after 3 p.m. 
the 300 who had gathered marched from the 
station, down St. Mary Street ta the raad in 
front of Carditt Castle. Here they split into 
two groups and sat down on either side of 
the road function, 

The police were successful in hemming 
both the groups into a few yards at the side 
of the foad. They were helped in this by 
the decision to spht the demanstration into 
two, ‘The sitters had little effect on 
the flow of the trate. The mast that hap- 
pened was that n few trolley buses were 
forced 10 go outside so wide that their poles 


Thumbs up from Michael Randle, 
alter his arrest last Friday in Fleet 
press conference, On the right: Chief 


came off the wires. And on the whole the 
demonstrators were content merely 10. sit 
where the police let them. 


But the whole tme the demonstration was 
taking place there was a sense of high 
drama, When a few demonstrators tried to 
get outside into the centre of the road and 
were roughly handled by the police there 
was a roar from the huadreds and hundreds 
of people who were watching the demon- 
stration, When the Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament supporting march passed by 
there were cheers and applause from bath 
sitters down and the crowd. 


And the whole time almost everybody in 
the watching crowd seemed to be arguing 
amongst themselves, “They should turn 
the hoses on them, ‘That's how they'd be 
treated in Russia,” screamed a tady in a 
fur coat and a Jarge hat." Mducation, 
there’s no education amang that lot,” said 
a woman to her husband, But soon de- 
fenders of the sittem-down began to put in 
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secretary of the Cammittee of 160, 
Street, where he had been giving a 
Inspector Stratton. Story, back page. 


a word, “You usually find that they've 
thought mere about the problent than the 
people who shout about keeping the Bomb,” 
said a youngster to his mate, A man who 
was furiously attacking students was turned 
on by a student. “Students,” he said, 
“everybody's always attacking students. 
Why doo't you find something new 10 shout 
about?” ‘These were the public arguments, 
bat not the only ones. Throughout the 
crowd fitthe groups of people were having 
their own arguments about the Bomb, 
sometimes felt ke an afternoon school run 
by the CN). 


Just after 4.30 pam. the demonstrators got 
up and marched away, Cardill resumed its 
general air of complacency and content 
ment. Hut for two heurs on that afternoon 
the complacency had been pierced, Car- 
diflians had been made to yhink. Ut only for 
that the Welsh Committee of 100) coald 
claim that their demonstration way a great 
AUICCESS 


Manchester 


From Jane Cook 

JY was sparkling sunny weather in 
Manchester as the Committee of £00 
banner led the demonstrators from 
Piccadilly down through Market 
Street, the main shapping street, 40 
Princess Street near the town hall 
where the sit-down was staged. 

At one point at a junction with Market 
Surcet this march crossed paths with the 
1000-strong CND march and caused 
trattic chaos, Apart from this the march 
was without incident; the public reaction 
was slight, most people being more cut- 
cerned with their Christmas shoppiig; a 
few gathered curiously on the edge af the 
pavement, 

At 2.25 p.m, the demonstrators sat down 
and at 240 the firsts arrests were made. 
As they were carried (© the police vans 
a crescenda of cheering arose from the 
CND marchers who were waiking along 
the opposite side of Princess Street, These 
were countered by Walter Hesketh, 
Unionist candidate in the Moss Side by- 
election, who stood near the police van 
shouting Lock the buggers up and threw 
away the key" and “There go another 
20 Communists.” The sit-downers Gene 
selves remained quiet and orderly, and 
the arrests Were carried out without 
incident, 

Ont of the 300 or so who sat down 162 
were artesied. The majority accepted the 
fine of £2 imposed by the magistrate. 
Fen people who fused 1 pay were 
senfenced to 25 days’ imprisomnent, three 
who tefused tw give their names were 
remanded in castady nati Tuesday, ancd 
clghi juveniles were asked 10 appear in 
court on Monday, 


The police treated the demonstratory with 
the greatest pentieness and good humour. 
their friendly snd jocular uttitude gave 
the impression that they underrated (he 
striuts motives af ihe demonstrators. 
Aldiough eight minors were arrested, the 
polive refused ta arrest anyone Whur 
they knew do be amder 18. When ques- 
toned a police inspectar sant: ~ They are 
only children; they dunt Know their own 
minds.” Some of the young gids who got 
up to walk to the vans when (he police 
approached them were carried back to 
the pavement by the poles who refused 
1 arrest thens. 


lt was not only the police who created the 
impression that the demonstration wag Hot 
wholly serious, Several of the yeung 
sitters got up end walked away when they 
tealisedd the police had begun to make 
arrests, Some others joined the demon- 
stration whea they found aut that the fine 
would only be £2. ‘They were obviously 
excited and had not given the question 
much forethought, 


At 430 pm, when the majority of the 
police had gods, the remaining deman- 
stratois deviled mat ta sty after S pun, 
the acheduled end of the demonmstrarian, 
if no arrests weig made, Chiite a barge 
Waniber of demonritam then walked 
away, ft wont have been far mare 
elfective if they Bad all stayed, the police 
would have been bond yo arrest them, 

The Rev Roy Williams probably spoke for 
most af the sitiers when he said: "7 de 
not know what effect my taking part it 
today’s slamonstration might have on my 
personal life, bur my conscience telis ing 
Loanust da it, of ain preparal io avenpt 
whatever happens.” 
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Mining interests 
‘dictate policy’ 


The Rev, Michael Scott made the 
following statemert to the press as he 
passed through London en route to the 
Independence Celebrations in’ Tangan- 
yika from New York. 

A celebration of VTanganyika’s inde- 

pendence offers Britain the opportunity 
to restore some of the prestige she has lost 
on account of other African questions that 
have been debated in the United Nations. 
‘Yo many UN delegations it appears as 
though Britain’s policy on African ques- 
tions is often dictated more by the power- 
ful industrial and mining interests associated 
with Union Minicre, Anglo-American, 
Kritih South Africa Company, ete., than 
with the enlightened liberalism) which by 
peaceful constitutional development has 
enabled Tanganyika to gain her independ- 
ence. In South-West Africa, which was also 
a Mandate under the League of Nations, 
Africans still have no representation in the 
Legislature or on local councils. ‘They have 
even had their tight of oral petition to the 
UN disputed. 

In the United Nations there is increasing 
awareness of the powerful vested interests 
in Britain and America which have sup- 
ported South Africa's obstinate resistance 
to change and its enforcement of apartheid 
Measures in South-West Africa, 


‘Everybody sit’ 


There has been a good deal of press interest 
in the CND Stage Club’s entertainment 
“Everybody Sit” to be shown on 
Sunday at 7 p.m. at St. Pancras Town 
Hall. Most of the stars approached 


have agreed to take part and there will 
be items from “ Beyond the Fringe” and 
“Fings Ajit Wot They Used T’Be.” 
Enquities for tickets, which are selling 
very well, should be made to: CND 
Stage Club, § Caledonian Rd., N.1. 
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“Conspiracy and incitement ° 


OFFICAL SECR 


ETS ACT 


HEARING NEXT WEEK 


JAST Friday five members of the 


charged with conspiracy and incitement under the Official Secrets Act. 


Committee of 100 were arrested and 
lan 


Dixon, Trevor Hatton, Terry Chandler and Helen Allegranza were arrested 


late in the morning at the Committee 


office. ‘Phe news was ‘phoned through 


to Michael Randle, Secretary of the Committee when he was in the middle of 


a press conference in Fleet Street. 

The five appeared in Bow Street that 
afternoon and at the urging of the police 
were released on bail. Christopher Farley, 
who was covering the hearing for Peace 
News, guaranteed sureties of £500, A 
warrant has also been issued for Pat Pottle, 
Acting Secretary, who has not so far been 


TUMEUR 
Jungk’s Hiroshima 
on TV 


From JACK SHEPHERD 


YT AST Sunday night the Epilogue followed 
the screening on television of Robert 
Jungk’s film “Children of the Ashes.” 
Full marks to the clergyman who was 
taking the Epilogue for scrapping his pre- 
pared talk and expressing so publicly his 
contrition at what he had just seen. Here 
was an honest man visibly shaken by an 
immediate experience. And viewers who 
were watching could hardly have escaped 
the same chastening lesson. 

It is true that the clergyman, Rev. R. W 
Hugh Jones, came to no political or 
strategic conclusions, but the sincerity of 
his declared repentance and his invitation 
to share it with him was a positive and 
wholesome act. 

The film itself, moving perhaps a litle 
more slowly than the average slickly made 
television film, was none the less convincing 
if only for the fact that it did not evade 
the point of commercialism which has crept 
into Hiroshima, the general apathy and un- 
concern shown by the majority of the pre- 
sent Hiroshima citizens in spite of the 
horror in their midst, and the general lack 
of agony over this problem which one 
might expect in one of the only two atom- 
bombed cities in the world. 

But Robert Jungk made us aware of the 
fact that in Hiroshima drug stores are open 
all night and do a big trade in tranquilisers 
and sedatives, and that the most popular 
night club is a ghastly parody on the old 
time Japanese militarism. 

kt will be difficult to forget the haunted 
faces of the spectators at the museum of 
horrors who were being filmed without 
knowing it. 


Ad 
~ 
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BBC television continued to concern itself 
with the nuclear question on Monday. 
When | heard that Panorama was to en- 
quire into “what sort of people these 
nuclear disarmers are” { wondered whether 
a good sequel might not be “ what sort of 
persons these Dimblebys are.” But in the 
event Pangrama’s treatment of the Wethers- 
field demonstration was objective, not un- 
intelligent, and in view of the general chorus 
of hostility, extremely unhysterical. 

A less admirable handling of the theme 
had come across at lunch time in a pro- 
gramme called “Table Talk,” where a 
number of mediocrilies sitting round a 
lunch table pontificated profoundly, 

They all strongly disapproved of “ these 
people,” though they ail hastened to assure 
each other that they were really very liberal 
at heart, they were disturbed at the scruffy 
appearance of disarmers in gencral—-pre- 
sumably themselves wearing bowler hats 
when they do their gardening—and all with 
one accord betrayed a complete ignorance 
of what non-violent direct action really is. 

Tt is perhaps an encouraging sign when 
the vocal criticism of a movement begins 
to get hysterical, abusive and in bad taste. 
Encouraging because one fecls that the 
critics have found nothing Jeft to say that 
is relevant or balanced, and can only ex- 
presa their fear that “this thing” is going 
to succeed after all by escaping into fatuity. 


found by the police. The charges will be 
heard at Bow Street next ‘Tuesday. 


Evidence that the police force is being 
affected by the demonstrators has appeared 
in the Sunday Telegraph, which reports 
wwo policemen obtaining medical certificates 
excusing them from duty at Trafalgar 
Square in September, 


Mr. Martin Ennals, secretary of the 
National Council for Civil Liberties, was 
reported as saying that he would like police- 
men to be allowed to make an expression 
of conviction and to be transferred to other 
duties for the day. 


“There should be some other means than 
by telling a lic and getting a medical certi- 
ficate,” he said. 


The following demonstrators are reported 
in prison by the Committee of 100, By next 
week Peace News hopes to report where 
they are imprisoned so that Christmas and 
New Year greeting cards may be sent to 
them, 


On Tuesday night thirty people partici- 


pated in a night-long vigil outside Holloway 
Prison. 


Arrested at Brize Norton. 

TWENTY-ONE DAYS: Will Warren, Laurens Otter, 
Woynford Hicks, Christopher Bradshaw and one 
name refused, In Holloway : Celina Otter, Jennifer 

ilomer, 


At Wethersfield. 

THREE WEEKS: W. C. Bush, Chris Moud. 

SIX WEEA®S: ‘Ferry Chandier, 

TWO MONTHS: Pat Arrowsmith, Geoff. Baker, 
G, Blount, Patricia Bott, David Bradbury, Stewart 
Kean, Neil Cogswell, Brian) Dawes, Inn) Dixon, 
Terry Denuet, Ray Dolling, L. Gausden, Eric 
Green, Michael Gordon, —. Goswell, Daniel 
Harvey, Patrick Elenry, Michael Henry, Peter 
Landing, Jony McMahon, E. Mildwater, Harold 
Martin, Donald Paxton, Morris Pelter, John Rust, 
Martin Smith, —. Walton, Douglas Vancuylenberg. 

THREE MONTUS: Max Hyman, Hugh Shaw. 

FOUR MONTHS: Dennis Gould. 


At Manchester. 
Mary Chishotm, Marian Davies. 


At Ruislip, 

SEVEN DAYS: L. Watson, G, Lazenby, Hl Green, 

M. Jennings, A. Baraclough, A, Carey, A. Dow- 
_ DD. Acning, L, Kelleth, W. A. Hodgson, W. 
Walker, D. White, I. Hawkins, J. Trae, L. Abra- 
ham, M. St. Avloff, B. Bradford, E. M. 
Rogers, J. M. Edwards, P. J. Moule, 1. Tier, 9. 
Archer, J. Black. 

ONE MONTH: J. Arthur and others who refused 
name and address. 

TWO MONTHS: J. Bradford, J. Hyrde, R. Knight. 
L. Driver, S. Wells, R. Unstead, 8, Duvies (ou 
hunger strike), M. Probert, and athers who refused 
name and address, 

FROM EARLIER ACTIONS 

Holloway : Francesca Ryan, Oonagh Lahr, Tatiana 

Manouilow, Carol Farrow and Quetta Whitehorn 


Hil] Hall: Ella Morgan. 
Droke Halli Martin Sherwood, 
Roy McDiarmid and Nicholas Johnson 


Richard Weadicar, 
Brixton: 


Neil Sneldera and John Holland. Wormwood 
Scruhy: Robert Gould, George Clark and Harry 
Quick. Oakham: 1D, Jeffcot. 


EAST AFRICA 


Flood, Famine, Drought, Disaster 


British Witness of Compassion 


Central Hall 


Westminster 
ALL DENOMINATIONS 


Monday 7 p.m 


December 18 
ALL PARTIES 


Hugh Gaitskell, Mark Bonham Carter, Joan Vickers 
Rev. Dewi Morgan, Rt. Rev. Mgr. Wheeler 
Rev. E. E. Peskett, Dr. Chaim Pearl, Lady Limerick 
Richard Attenborough 
Chair: Lord Shackleton 


Carols by 


Massed Choirs * 


Abdullahi Quarsha 
Somali Singer 


White Fathers 
of Mill Hill 


Jointly sponsored by War on Want, Oxfam, Save the Children Fund, 
Royal Commonwealth Society for the Blind, Red Cross and the 
Africa Research Foundation. 


Admission 
Free 


Reserved tickets, price Is. from 
War on Want, 9 Madeley Rd., W.5 


A... ®» VAR 


CHEAPER 
INSURANCE 
FOR 

TOTAL 
ABSTAINERS 


UEOEELERSELLENECELEGEDELUD LA LONG UHUUSUER COUN EU ASD EEEE 


If you are a total abstainer you can save 
money by insuring with ANSVAR, because 
ANSVAR insures abstainers only. 
benefits are- reduced premiums, up ta 50% 
“no-claim " bonuses, and special discount for 
members of Temperance Groups on Motor 


Principat 


Insurance, 


policies available 


Motor, Motor Cycle and Scooter, 
Houscholder and Houscowner, 
Caravan and Camping Equipment, 


For full details, write now 
ANSVAR INSURANCE Co. LTD. 
(Dept. PN24) 65, Cornhill, London, E.C.3. 


